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Epizootic Gastro- ENTERITIS. 


Perhaps we ought to apologise for this title at once. 
It begs the question, explains nothing, and has been 
employed before to describe something else. We use 
itin reference to a disease of dogs which has pre- 
vailed rather widely, which has not hitherto been 
described, and which chiefly affects the stomach and 
intestines. Our own experience is confined to one 
post-mortem examination, and the history of the case 
detailed by the veterinary attendant. From this 
statement it will be seen that we are unable to con- 
tribute anything to the question which has been 
opened out in our columns by Prof. Penberthy and 
Messrs. Gray and Taylor. The communications from 
these three gentlemen supply all the information at 
present attainable. The lesion of the tongue, the 
tolerably constant group of abdominal symptoms, and 
the gastro-enteritic changes disclosed by a_post- 
mortem examination strongly suggest a specific 
disease. Js it a new canine plague ? 


Tue Tusercuuin Test. 


As knowledge of bovine tuberculosis spreads 
among the milk and meat consumers the value of 
the tuberculin test becomes a subject of importance, 
anda variety of opinions are expressed in speeches 
and in letters to the lay press. As a rule those who 
have no experience are loudest in finding fault—they 
may be ignored. A more dangerous man is he who 
has tried it but—not having the necessary veterinary 
knowledge—has failed to guard agains‘ preventible 
errors, and has been unable to properly interpret the 
indications given by the animals on whom he has 
experimented. It is well known that after journeys 

rail, road or ship, some days should be allowed to 


three lots of animals to keep separate. This diffi- 
culty is not felt so much in the sheds as when the 
animals go out to grass. 

When every precaution is taken we may expect two 
or three per cent. of failures to be shown by post- 
mortem examination. But what objection is this to 
make against the adoption of tuberculin? Without 
this agent diagnosis would fail in over 90 per cent. of 
cases. If it were ever proposed to compulsorily 
slaughter animals on the test some argument might 
be based upon the acknowledged fact that tuberculin 
is not infallible. When the agent is used to enable 
an owner to separate the diseased from the healthy, 
tuberculin presents no disadvantages but every mi 
vantage. 


VETERINARY CERTIFICATES OF HEALTH. 


We agree with those who consider it legitimate 
and right for an owner of cows to publish any pro- 
fessional certificate he may have obtained as to the 
health of his stock. We do not believe that the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. can take any objection to 
such a@ practice. 

We must point out, however, that certificates should 
be carefully worded, and the consumer of milk must 
see that an advertised certificate does not mislead 
him. 

‘“‘ After repeated injections of tuberculin and the 
removal of all reacting cows I hereby do certify 
that this herd is free from tuberculosis.” 


Some such wording as this is the only certificate 
which should inspire a milk consumer with a con- 
viction that the herd contains no tubercular animals. 
To give such a certificate, more than one careful 
testing must have been carried out. and the heid 


pss before using tuberculin. By neglect of this pre- ' must have been under observation for months. 


caution healthy animals, which have suffered from an 
incidental rise of temperature due to systemic distur- 
ce, have been condemned as tuberculous. On the 
her hand some few cases of generalised disease have 
failed to react to tuberculin. 
or the mere purpose of separating a herd into 
teulous and non-tuberculous, it is sufficient to 
¢ the temperatures for a day or two before injecting 
and to pass by those animals whose temperatures are 
Netuating. After injection the rise of temperature 
Varies considerably, and it is important to know at 
What degree to draw the line between health and 
— It is inadvisable to inject an animal with a 
: ay over 102°5. A rise of temperature not 
india Ing 104 should not be accepted as a certain 
a me of disease. The safest plan seems to be 
divia Xa definite rise ora definite degree, but to 
e the animals tested into three groups—doubtful 
m 108° to 104°; healthy under 108°; diseased 


— The doubtful cases may be re-tested in a 


‘‘T have examined the udders of every cow in 
this shed and certify that they are free from all 
indurations and disease.”’ 


This is a bold certificate, and even a good practi- 
tioner might be wrong. Practically, however, it would 
be honest and safe. A milk consumer might demand 
it and trust to it. The weakness is that it might, 
after the lapse of a week, be incorrect. 

A certificate that a herd of cows is “free from 
disease” given without applying the tuberculin test 
is unjustifiable, especially when the object of it is to 
impress upun the puble that the animals are sup- 
plying milk free from the possibility of tubercular 
contamination. This at any rate is our opinion, 
but we are very anxious to know what the mass of 
practitioners think on the question, 
We are at a crisis in ourhistory. This question of 
tuberculosis and the inspection of living mu ah | 
veterinary surgeons is a crucial one for us. e 
claim the right—by virtue of our knowledge—to look 
after animals for the protection of man. We must 


Although safety is attaine 
p attained by forming three groups 
Some practical dificulty arises, as the owner has 


jealously guard the claim. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


EPIZOOTIC GASTRITIS PREVALENT 
AMONGST DOGS. 
By JoHN PENBERTHY, F.R.C.V.S. 


For several months past there has been raging in 
various parts of Great Britain a fatal affection of 
dogs, of which I have had no former experience, and to 
which I find no reference in veterinary literature. 
From communication with veterinary surgeons I 


learn that the malady has been widespread and the 


fatalities alarming. The most notable outbreaks 
brought to my notice are those occurring in the 
neighbourhood of Bristol and Clifton, at Hull and 
Hastings. In these districts very large numbers of 
dogs have been attacked, while in many other parts 
of the country, including London, many cases have 
been observed. From descriptions given me by 
veterinary surgeons and from post mortem examina- 
tion of subjects from Bristol, Hull, Essex, and other 
districts I have no doubt of the identity of the dis- 
ease in the different, widely separated localities. I 
learn that a similar, probably the identical affection, 
has quite recently been observed on the Continent of 
Europe. At Clifton and Bristol the alarm concern- 
ing the disease has been such as to lead to the 
formation of an association for investigation of this 
malady, and the protection of dogs, while in Hull 
the matter has been made the subject of considerable 
comment in the publie press. It is remarkable that 
so little, if any, reference to the occurrence should 
have appeared in our professional periodicals. 

Dogs of both sexes, of all breeds, varieties 
and ages have been affected, but from general 
observation, and particularly from valuable re- 
cords kindly placed at my disposal by Mr. W. 
J. Cade, M.R.C.V.S., of Bristol, it appears 
that adult animals are more commonly its sub- 
jects, and that the liability to contract the disease 
increases with age. Mr. Cade records 76 cases; of 
these 2 were two years old or under; 10 from 
two years to five years, and 64 were five years and 
upwards. 

Tbe main symptoms presented are such as 
to suggest acute irritant poisoning, and the ma- 
jority of my correspondents, lay and professional, 
have inclined to this view of the cause of the affec- 
tion in the earlier cases in their experience. Loss 
of appetite, usually complete, great dullness, dejec- 
tion, stiffness, and disinclination to move, soon 
followed by violent vomiting are usually first ob- 
served. Sometimes movement, especially on being 
taken up, is accompanied by a cry of pain, the back 
is arched, and the stiffness of the hind limbs very 
marked. The matter vomited is usually a dark, 
yellowish green or brown fluid, occasionally tinged 
with blood. In the early stages, and in some cases 
throughout, costiveness prevails, while in others 
during the later stages blood is passed. The desire 
for drink is acute, and the partaking of water followed 
by vomition. The mucous membranes are usually 


intensely injected. Pulpiness of the gums and gap. 
grene of portions of the tongue have been noticed 
in some cases. The internal temperature varies 
considerably. In many instances it has remained 
normal, in some it has become sub-normal, and in 
others it has ranged from 104 deg. to 105 deg, 
Respiration appears little affected. 

As far as I can gather from reports of large nun- 
bers of cases, the average duration of the illness is 
from six to ten days, the fifth and sixth being specially 
critical. Many of the affected have, however, suc- 
cumbed within three days after the first symptoms 
were noticed, while a few have recovered after being 
ill three or four weeks. The mortality has varied 
censiderably. On the first appearance of the malady 
in some districts the deaths have amounted to 50 per 
cent. or 60 per cent., while, after its existence for a 
while, the type appears to have become milder and 
the recoveries far more numerous. 

Post-mortem examination reveals intense inflan- 
mation of the mucous membrane of the stomach, 
sometimes catarrhal, often deep-seated, the viscus 
containing a dark brown fluid or empty ; occasionally 
portions of the small intestines are inflamed. In two 
cases I have observed biliary congestion of the liver, 
in one congestion of the right lung. The other organs 
have been apparently healthy. The condition in con- 
junction with the evidence during life causing me to 
suspect irritant poison, I had the stomachs and 
their contents from three animals chemically ana- 
lysed with negative results. In order to get spect 
men as fresh as possible I requested my correspondents 
to send the spleen by post, and after steining by 
ordinary methods, on microscopic examination these 
appeared to be free from bacteria. Unfortunately, 
I have been unable to examine the mucous membrane 
of the stomach sufficiently soon after death to state 
that no winute worms, such as are now known t 
cause acute gastro-enteritis in animals of other classes, 
exist, but such have not been denionstrable in scra- 
pings taken by me. On two occasions I observed 1 
such scrapings crystals with which I am not familiar. 

With a view ofascertaining the nature of the malady, 
I fed a healthy dog with tripe smeared with the = 
tents of the stomach of an animal which died from the 
affection, with negative results. It has been ‘’ 
quently observed that only a single dog, kept berry 
and apparently living under ‘identical conditions W! 
several others, has contracted the disease. 

It has been regarded as a form of canine oe D 
but the uniformity of the symptoms and struc 
changes, the incidence of the affection on old anima’ 
and other circumstances contra-indicate this asst? 
tion. 

In its manner of occurrence it appear “ 
influenza of the human subject than any other & ints 
tion to which | can compare it, though in other po 
it is soentirely different. 

As far as my knowledge goes the 
learn as to the cause of the malady. — 
the opportunity of making some further may 
and should be obliged if any of your readers, pm 
be able to do so, would kindly send a living pa 
to me for the investigation. . _ lier 
The treatment, ‘which if adopted in the “ 
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stages appears to have been most successful, consists 
of the administration of trisnitrate of bismuth with bi- 
carbonate of soda, oxide or carbonate of magnesia, or 
small doses of hydrocyanic acid in conjunction with 
careful nursiog. For much valuable information on 
the subject I have to express my thanks to Messrs. 
W. J. Cade, of Bristol; W. Longhurst, of Hull; and 
W. Baxter, of Bristol. 


A DOG MYSTERY—WHAT IS IT? 


During the last two or three months there have 
been brought to my hospital many cases - -sometimes 
three or four a day—of dogs suffering from an ill- 
ness usually ending fatally, of which I will endeavour 
togive the most prominent symptoms, history, etc. 
It is well to bear in mind that except in the cases of 
very favoured animals, dogs, whatever the nature of 
the illness, are not often brought into hospital for 
treatment until it has reached a dangerous crisis. 

Very often the first thing an owner says is ‘“ | 
think my dog has been poisoned,” or ‘‘ my dog has 
picked something up,’’ and it is at once seen he is in 
abad way. First is noticed the dog stands with an 
inclination to have his legs fixed and still, and more 
or less wide apart, his back and loins are much 
arched and belly very tucked up. He moves un- 
willingly and stiffly, his head and neck are held 
straight, and any attempt to pick him up with both 
hands under the chest will make him call out from 
pan. ‘A case of lumbago,’”’ one might say from a 
hurried look. If a short-haired dog his coat is 
staring and harsh; nose dry, mucous membrane of 
the eye intensely injected ; tip of the tongue, and 
forhalf an inch dead and gangrenous, of a purple 
colour gradually turning to brownish yellow, but not 
sloughing off, and extremely offensive to the smell. 
There is very great thirst, or rather desire to drink 
cold water, which half a minute later is vomited 
tinged and streaked with blood ; frequent evacuations 
of a bloody jellied nature, the dog lies perfectly still 
nost of his time, preferring a cold surface for bed ; 

® loses flesh most rapidly, and in the course of 

or four days becomes extremely emaciated. | 
ensive discharge, purulent and bloody, comes from | 
® nostrils and gradually becoming weaker and 

Weaker he dies, having scarcely moved from his 

*t¢ position, after an illness lasting from about 


from every part of Nottingham and district. I read 
in The Field a week or two ago that Professors 
(I forget who) were investigating anew disease in dogs, 
are these some cases of it ? 
Cuas. Taytor, M.R.C.V.S. 
Clumber Street, Nottingham. 


CANINE INFLUENZA OR WHAT ? 
By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S., Kensington. 


Does this exist in the dog? Some veterinary 
authors, Woodroffe, Hill, Wesley Mills, and Mégnin 
among them, as well as many dog-fanciers, believe it 
does, but until the last year or so I would not admit its 
existence. I believe Woodroffe Hill is the only British 
authority who attempts to describe it, and I am of 
opinion that his “malignant distemper” is only a 
malignant form of influenza. Mégnin, in the third 
edition of his magnificent work on ‘‘ Le Chien ”’ says 
‘*Grippe or infectious pneumonia, or kennel, or show 
typhus ’’ is confounded by the majority of French and 
foreign veterinary surgeons with true distemper 
(gourme). By his description of this it does not re- 
semble our ‘ contagious bronchitis,” seen frequently 
in dogs’ homes and after dog shows. Be this at it 
may, the form of the complaint that I am about to 
describe corresponds to this latter author’s ‘“ grave 
infectious stomatitis ’’ which he frequently observed 
during the year 1888, and five or six anterior to this. 

In the early part of 1898, and again this winter, 
especially during the months of January and 
February, I had brought to my notice many obscure 
cases that did not seem to respond to the usual de- 
scription given of any commonly known disease of 
the dog. At first I thought I had to do with ordinary 
gastritis or gastro-enteritis, due to ptémaine poison- 
ing or atmospherical conditions. My cases did not 
seem to originate from contagion, and dogs affected 
with it kept in my infirmary did not seem to convey 
the complaint tosound animals. The usual assertion 
by the owners was that their dogs had been poisoned. 
The cases came from various parts of London and 
suburbs. some even from the provinces, Scotland and 
Wales. 1 had as many as 15 in a day, and 50 a week 
brought to me for advice. All were adult and aged. 
The first symptoms noticed by the owner were shiver- 
ing, loss of appetite, lassitude, depression of spirits 
followed by vomiting, which was only slight in some 


three days toa week. Such are the most prominent, 
‘ugh often varying, symptoms of this complaint. 
¥; ost-mortem shows an intensely inflamed stomach ! 
puckered mucous membrane, the edges of which 
mo colour; a quantity of thin dark red 
: uld is contained in the stomach and intestines, 
atter also being inflamed. 
ites ger recover, and those that do are fed a 
“ hd often with milk, Ridge’s food, &c., and 
Prevented from drinking freely of cold water. 
. in of your many readers throw some light on 
ate Sease, some may be having similar cases. 
Y it cannot be poisoning of any kind in the 


instances but persistent in others ; these are succeed- 


led by difficulty or inability to lap. On inspection 


of the mouth a thick, soapy mucus lined the buccal 
membrane, gums, tongue, soft palate, and pharynx ; 
the teeth were coated with a brownish-coloured slime, 
the tip of the tongue which comes in contact with the 
inferior incisors was at first of a dark-bluish colour, 
and afterwards became gangrenous and fetid. This 
gangrene had a tendency to spread, and when it was 
removed by amputating the apex of the organ little or 
no bleeding, and very little sensibility was ob- 
served. Those portions of the buccal membrane 
which come in contact with the teeth had gangrenous 


moU acceptance of the word, for the dogs come 


or greenish diphtheritic patches on them, they were 
slightly adherent, and when removed left an abrasion 
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which was granular in appearance. 
tongue, tonsils, pillars of the fauces and the pharynx 
have a dark reddish appearance and in some in 
stances were covered with a purulent material; the 
larynx, especially the epiglottis, was of a cherry red 
colour due to injection of the bloodvessels. The mouth 
gave off an odour resembling that of sour ensilage. On 
attempting to swallow or on pressure of the pharyngeal 
region spasm of the cesophagus was observed. In 
many cases, especially when the gangrenous patches 
were not early removed and the mouth disinfected, a 
rapidly fatal pneumonia set in. Thirst was not great 
except in those cases in which the vomiting was 
frequent ; diarrhoea did or did not exist. Slight cases 
were very liable to be followed by a fatal relapse. Re- 
covery took place in strong dogs, but in those over- 
petted, very aged, and having chronic valvular and 
kidney lesions death frequently resulted. Conva- 
lescence was prolonged in many, and totg! loss of 
appetite persisted for weeks. LEmaciation was either 
gradual or rapid. Ophthalmic and rhinal discharge 
was absent or rare. 

The most characteristic phenomena of the com- 


The base of the |: 


‘THE AND PATHOLOGY 
OF SPAVIN. 


By M. Barrer, Alfort. 


Read before the Central Veterinary Medical Society of 
Fronce, May 26th, 1898, 

Gentlemen,—At our last meeting on November 
11th, 1897, 1 presented to you a paper by M. Joly, 
designated ‘Clinical Studies” in which the bony 
diseases of the hock were touched upon, and I in- 
formed you that I would read a paper on the subject 
at a future date. Dr. Eberlein, of the Berlin Veteri- 
nary School, has also published an important com- 
munication on the same subject in Professors Froh- 
ner and Kitt’s journal (1). The delay that has arisen 


‘in presenting this paper to the Society is on account 


of my having to translate Dr. Eberlein’s, and to 
verify the observations from specimens in my private 
collection, and which | had to prepare in a novel 
fashion. 

I do not intend to enter into the history of the 
various publications on the subject, it has already 


plaint were great depression, total loss of appetite, 


buccal and gastric or gastro-enteric lesions. been done by Eberlein and M. Cadeac (2). ; M 

Treatment. — Quinine sulphate administered in| All I propose to do is to give the Society my views ficat 
dilute acid. sulphuric. or dilute acid. hydrochloric. or | Of spavin which are based on the recently published quot 
tinct. cinchon. seemed only of use. Added to this researches of various authors and from my own de- lowi 
amputation of the gaugrenous portion of tongue, | ductions from the sixty specimens placed before you. unde 
and removal of the buccal diphtheric patches fol-| The name of bone spavin (éparvin callews) as evety the ¢ 
lowed by painting the tongue, lips and pharynx with | 0ne knows is applied to the bony tumour that is of th 
dilute glycerine of iodine. Hydrochloric acid diluted | developed on the inner and lower portion of the the k 
with water seemed to be a most efficacious mouth | hock, and it is well known that this tumour is not ete., 
wash. Bismuth, ice and soda water, althongh of | #lways superficial, but frequently accompanied with in W 
great value in ordinary gastritis or gastro-enteritis, | Serious mischief, tending to produce more or - come 
seemed to be of little or no value in this complaint, | Complete anchylosis of the inferior articulation = displ 
In some cases brandy, in others cocaine controlled the the hock. Further observation will show t the j 
sickness. Milk, boiled, and Brand’s essence seemed | these articular lesions are often present without bd mem 
to be supported after the acute gastric symptoms| bony tumour that can be detected during 1, tion, 
had abated. although on the other hand they as frequently ¢o- seque 

A few of the dogs belonged to physicians, and | exist. We are, therefore, obliged to recognise ee As 
they informed me that the gastric symptoms resem- | Ordinary or visib‘e bone spavin that can be — logis 
bled those seen in the now most prevailing type of | Under the skin, and an invisible bone spavin, Wh! when 


influenza of the human subject. I consider the 
gangrenous lesions to be due to the septic organisms 
in the mouth preying upon the depressed state of the 
vitality of the animal tissues; they only seemed to 
originate after the animal became debilitated. 

In conclnsion, | am afraid that the word “ dis- 
temper” of the dog, like that of ‘influenza ” of the 
horse, is a word frequently used to cover our ignor- 
ance. It seems to me that several diseases are de- 
scribed as sucb, but they can only be differentiated 
after proper bacteriological studies are made by compe- 
tent pathologists, and the specific causes of them 
elucidated. 


A Sanitary Inspector. 


At Burslem a sanitary inspector was required. The 
selected candidates were five men learned in sanitary 
science and a local butcher, member of a neighbouring 
Council. As sanitary authorities are notoriously ignorant 
of their business you will rejoice to know that the Bur- 
slem Council did what an enlightened body should do— 
appointed the butcher.—Sunday Chronicle. 


but which does not alter the shape 
The visible bony 
patho- 


is just as serious, 
of the hock at its earlier stages. 
tumour which was formerly looked on as being pa! 
genic and without which spavin could not exist, 
therefore loses its diagnostic importance, and the 
special chronic arthritis, which sooner or oot 
always present, is gradually becoming to be loo “ 
upon as the fundamental alteration of a complica 
morbid process. — 
If this view be adopted the expression 4 
spavin ” will be no longer correct, but I do not rl 
sider for practical reason that it is advisable to 


Monatshefte fur 
1 und 2, 1897. 
e. Journal de 
Vétérinaire de 


(1) Exerter.— Der spat der_pferde. 
praktische Thierheilkunde, Bande IX., Heft 


(2) Capgac.—De |’Eparvin, Revue. Critiqu 
Médecine Vétérinaire et de Zootechnie, Ecole 
Lyon, Avril. 1896, p. 216. 


of Alfort, for the loan of 


We are indebted to M. Barrier. C : : 
anf blocks for illustration. On application to hn wo 
mission to reproduce a few of them he very 
warded the whole series accompanied by ® 
letter.— Ep.]) 
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it as it is well known by usage, and it conveys to the 
. mind a complication of lesions in a more concise 
1 manner than a purely scientific definition would. 
Eberlein has classified writers on the subject into 
five groups, according to their views of the nature of 
vin. 
: > It is caused by a lesion of the tendons and 
cuety of ligaments of the hock. (Hochstetter, 1824; Bartels, 
1843; Roloff, 1866; Stokfleth, 1869; Pflug; 1892; 
veunber Aronsohn, 1898. 
. Joly, 9. It is caused by a lesion of the articular surfaces 
bony (enchondritis and arthritis of the small articulations 
i I in- of the hock.) (Havemann, 1822; Dietrichs, 1829 ; 
subject Hering, 1884; Schrader, 1889; Trager, 1839; 
Veteri- Bouley, 1850; Gurlt, 1853; Schrader, junr., 1860; 
Stokfleth, 1879). 
Froh- 8. It is caused by chronic arthritis producing 
oan deformity. (Anacker, 1864; Schutz, 1869; Médller, 
count 1891; Smith, 1898). 
and to 4. It arises from inflammation of the synovial 
private sheath of the flexor metatarsi. (Dieckerhoff, 1875 ; 
novel Hoffman, 1898). 
5. Itis due primarily to ostitis, followed by arthritis. 
of the (Hertwig, 1850; Fred. and Chas. Gunther, 1854; 
Iready Gotti, 1880 ; Bayer, 1890; Frohner, 1896). 

, Much importance cannot be attached to this classi- 
rer fication, as the opinion of many of the authorities 
sy quoted are divided between two of them, as the fol- 
— lowing passage by M. H. Bouley, placed by Eberlein 
t sed under the second heading, proves. ‘‘ What is then 
nay J the condition of this inflammation of the articulations 
| ‘te ofthe hock. It is the violent pressure sustained by 
cal the bones of the hock in jumping, rearing, galloping, 
i with etc., in other words the violent efforts of locomotion 
tis in which the animal develops all its forces to over- 
| of come the resistance of the inert mass which has to be 
ae displaced. The result is bruising and laceration of 
ut any the inter-articular ligaments, abrasion of the synovial 
life membrane, and other causes giving rise to inflamma- 
any tion, adhesion of the surfaces being the ultimate con- 
the sequence (3). 
tected As Eberlein truly points out the opinion of patho- 
ehich logists on the nature of spavin are most varied, but 
shape When analysed they seem to resolve themselves into 

bony wo points, viz., does the morbid process develope 
ratho- ticentrically, that is to say from the articular surfaces 
porwr orthe centre of the bone to the periphery, or does it 
i the develope concentrically, that is to say the periphery 
ter is of the bone, or the articular surface to the centre. 
ooked Eberlein is strongly of the first, but he does not 
‘cated ty that spavin may arise in other ways, such as 

er-extension of the ligaments, or as the sequel to an 
bone injury. He, however, remarks ‘these are excep- 
 ¢00- tonal ‘cases and in no way stultify the definition 
alter given, 


Before proceeding further J will at once state that 
told the Opposite or concentric theory, viz., that 
a commences in the periphery or articular 
@ tees of the bone and extends to the centre, and 
0 the Majority of cases recoveries from strain of a 
, ment, although it no doubt is sometimes caused 
} contusions, violent concussion of the small bones 


Boutry.—Article Jarret,” Nouveau Dictionnaire 
Paris yang, Chirurgie et d’Hygitne Vétérinaires, p. 592. | 


or partial or total destruction of mobility between 
their articular surfaces, or of the adjacent structures. 

In order, however, to understand my contention 
and to grasp the points which I hope to prove by the 
specimens I will place before you, it is necessary that 
1 should say a few words on the anatomy, physiology, 
and the mechanics of the bones and ligaments of the 
hock. The hock is one of the most important cen- 
tres in the body, on which the force used in locomo- 
tion is brought into play. It consists of a series of 
joints superimposed or in apposition of a slight degree 
of mobility inferiorly, but endowed with a higher 
degree at the superior portion. The locomotive force 
is transmitted from the tibia, or in other words the 
locomotor reaction. An equal force is conducted to 
it from the metatarsal region. Between the tibia 
and metatarsal bone (fig. J.) the astragalus, scaphoid 
and large cuneiform bones are in the direct line, that 
is to say the three bones which by their position have 
to sustain most of the pressure resulting from the 
contact of the foot with the ground. On the inner 
aspect (iy. IJ.) under the postero internal portion 
of the scaphoid in the small cuneiform (which is in 
some individuals double) and which rest chiefly on 
the head of the internal small, and in a lesser degree 
on the large metatarsal, and to which only a small 
portion of the pressure from the astragalus is trans- 
mitted through the medium of the small cuneiform, 
and which is always smaller than the corresponding 
external one. 

On the contrary on the external aspect (Iiy. //I.) 
there is only the cuboid, a large block of bone, 
firmly seated on the large, and toa lesser degree on the 
external small metatarsal bone, with the calcis above 
it. This is a powerful lever, but from its position 
most of its force is received by the astragalus not the 
cuboid. 

It will be thus seen that the chief force is exerted 
on the scaphoid and large cuneiform, the cuneiform 
internal small metatarsal, cuboid and external small 
metatarsal being only affected in a lesser degree. 
That is to say it is the medio internal portion of the 
lower portion of the hock which is most exposed to 
the shock and concussion of locomotion, a fact which 
has been loag known, but which is clearly explained 
if the anatomy of the part is considered. 

If a vertical section is made through the hock and 
metatarsal bone (I'iy. JV.) it will be seen that the 
line of contact of the astragalus scaphoidian articula- 
tion is not horizontal but slightly inclined inwards 
on to the head of the small metatarsus. It will also 
be noticed that in a horse shod perfectly level, when 
he moves in a straight direction on soft ground, that 
the inner heel of the shoe will have a slightly deeper 
imprint than the outer, also that the wall of the 
medullary canal of the large metatarsal is thickest in 
front and inside, all of which facts appear to prove 
that this is the point that sustains the greatest loco- 
motory force. 

The joints that exist between the bones of the hock 
are of various shapes, but they all come into action 
by the locomotive shock, and help to lessen its direct 
effects on the bony tissue, and which cause a rythmi- 
cal and progressive motion of a greater or lesser 
extent of the various articular surfaces, which motion 
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Fig. 1. Fig, 2. Fig. 3. 


Fig. 1.—Anterior Aspect of a Normal Hock. 1 Tibia, 2 
groove on astragalus, 3 Internal tuberosity of astragalus. 
4 Scaphoid, 5 Large cuneiform, 6 Small cuneiform, 7 Cuboid 
8 Large metatarsal, 9 Internal small metatarsal, 10 Inser- 
tion of the external branch of the flexor metutarsi in the 
cuboid and base of calcis, 11 Insertion of the middle 
branch of the flexor metatarsi on to the large metatarsal 
bone. 


_ Fig. 2.—Internal Aspect of a Normal Hock. 1 Tibia, 2 
internal ridge of astragalus, 3 Internal tuberosity of 
astragalus, 4 Scaphoid, 5 Large cuneiform, 6 Small cunei- 


is restrained by the various tendons and ligaments in 
connection with the part. 

The most important articulation is the astragalo 
tibial. This is passively flexed by the resistance of 
the ground to the foot during the first stage of the 


step being taken, and actively during the latter, by 


the muscular force during the act of impulsion. 

This flexion is progressive or gradual not produced 
by a single effort, and is caused by direct traction on 
the perforatus and the stay or brace formed by the 
aponeurosis of the thigh, by the movement of the 
cap of the perforatus tendon on the point of the calcis, 
by the tendons of the perforans in the articular 
groove at the base of the calcis, by the resistance 
offered by the lateral ligaments, and the contraction 
of the perforans and perforatus oblique flexor of the 
phalanges muscles, as well as the anterior tibial ones 
whose tendons are inserted into the bend of the hock, 
and femoro-tibial articulation. The impulsive exten- 
sion of the tibio-tarsal joint is exclusively produced 


form with insertion of internal branch of flexor metatarsi, 
7 Large metatarsal bone, 8 Internal small metatarsal bone, 
9 External small metatarsal bone, 10 Calcaneus, 11 Insertion 
of aponeurosis, 12 Insertion of gastrocnemius 13 Groove for 
perforans tendon, 14 Cuboid bone. 


Fig. 3.—External Aspect of Normal Hock. 1 Tibia, 2 
Astragalean ridges, 3 Scaphoid, 4 Large cuneiform, 5 Large 
metatarsal, 6 Calcancus, 7 Insertion of aponeurosis. 8 
Insertion of gastro-nemius, 9 Base of calcaneus with in- 
sertion of external branch «f flexor metatarsi, 10 Cuboid, 
11 External small metatarsal. 


From the experiments that I have made I find that 
the normal degree of extension and flexion of the 
hock is about 90°, and any reduction in this angle 
causes strain and fatigue on the other parts, but 
especially the scaphoid and large cuneiform. , 
The great strain on the caléis causes secondary a0 
much more limited movements in the other joints 0 
the hock. Thus (lig. V.) the calcis moves a 
below upwards against the posterior surface of a 
astragalus till checked by the inter-osseous ligament. 
The astragalus is pressed in the same way = ° 
large cuneiform, and it in its turn on the — 
metatarsus. The large cuneiform posteriorly ory 
on the small cuneiform which moves on the ~~ . 
the internal small metatarsal (Fig. JJ). 1 sh 
movements are very limited in extent and Rey 
from above downwards, and are still more limite te 
the inter-osseous ligaments. The action of . ca 
is also communicated to the cuboid and external 
metatarsal (Fig. 11.) 


by the contraction of the above mentioned muscles. 
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Fig. 4. Fig. 5. 


Fig, 4—Transverse middle and vertical section of posterior 
half of the hock, shewing the small bones and interosseous liga- 
ments, and the oblique position from above downwards and 
inwards of the articular surfaces. 

1Calcaneus, 2 Astragalus, 3 Scaphoid, 4 Large cuneiform, 
5 Large metatarsal bone, 6 Internal lateral ligament, 7 
External lateral ligamer t, 8 Scaphoido-cunein inter-osseous 
ligament, 9 Cuneo-metatarsal inter-osseous ligament. 


Fig. 5.—Mesial section of external half of hock, showing the 
small bones, inter-ossevus ligaments, ind the curves taken by the 
articular surfaces. 

1 Tibia, 2 Astragalus, 3 Scaphoid, 4 Large cuneiform, 5 
Large metatarsal bone, 6 Base of calcis,.7 Summit of calcis, 
8 Small cuneiform, 9 Calcaneo metatarsal ligament, 10 
Astragalo scaphoidian ligament, 11 Scaphoido cunein liga- 
ment, 12 Cuneo metatarsien ligament, 


(To te continued.) 


AN UNFORTUNATE TERMINATION TO A 
CASE OF COLIC. 
By J. McGavin, M.R.C.V.S., Montgomery. 


A well-bred, nine-year-old hunting mare, when 
r owing the hounds, got her off fore leg into a rab- 
ithole and cut the skin three inches long, it was 
“wn up and healed by first intention. She was 

on Swedes, bran and hay, and kept in a loose-box 
for three weeks. 

As the harriers were to meet in this district the 
*wner, who is fifteen stone, mounted her at half-past 
ree She had not been out of the box for three 
*eks, and was very fresh. He rode her gently all 
mf a lad walked her about for twenty minutes 

Ue he ‘had lunch, and afterwards he rode her 

» arriving there at half-past six. The mare 


then had some oatmeal and water to drink. In half 
an hour she was down and rolling. 

As she was near at hand in the village I saw her 
soon afterwards, and found her showing symptoms of 
colic, and treated her accordingly. As she was @ 
very plucky mare she was very difficult to drench, 
and part of the medicine was lost each time we gave 
it to her; by and bye she became more quiet and ate 
a bran mash and some hay, but the pain returned at 
intervals during the night and part of the next day. 
During that time she had several drenches and bypo- 
dermic injections, still the pain continued at times, 
and after one of those paroxysms of severe pain she got. 
up, put the one foot on the top of the other, and in 
trying to move slipped and fractured her near hind 
leg just above the hock. She was then shot. 

As she had been bad more or less for seventeen 
hours, I was anxious to make a post-mortem exam- 
ination, and did so next day. 

I found the internal organs healthy, the stomach 
was filled with fluid, coloured by the medicines she 
had received, it seemed to me as if all the medicine 
had remained in the stomach and never reached the 
intestines. From the healthy condition of the inter- 
nal organs, in all probability had she not fractured 
her leg, she would eventually have recovered. 


GRIEVANCES OF THE VETERINARY 
PROFESSION. 


I am particularly pleased with the paper read by 
Major Nunn before the Lincolnshire Veterinary 
Association last month, and equally disappointed 
that the members present, who took part in the dis- 
cussion, threw cold water on his suggestions. In 
my judgment the Major is not only on the right 
track, but unless the profession see the necessity of 
being represented in Parliament and make a vigorous 
effort to secure that, then the talk about our 
grievances may continue to the end of time, and we 
too shall continue in our present impotent condition 
for the same indefinite period. 

Land and shareholders, professional men, mer- 
chants, traders, mechanics, and even labourers are 
represented in the House of Commons. With what 
result ? Simply this, that their interests are carefully 
watched, and advantage taken of every opportunity to 
promote their welfare. Which two sections of the 
community are most favoured on the statute book 
of Great Britain? The land owners and the lawyers. 
Why? Because they took and still take good care to 
be amply represented on the legislature of this 
country. What is all the noise about ‘ the open 
door,” ‘‘ spheres of influence,’’ and all the rest of it, 
in China and elsewhere, but the merchant making 
his influence felt in Parliament. Whv should the 
nations of the world be burdened with such enormous 
armies and navies. Only because governments yield 
to the pressure of the representatives of these forces. 

How did medical men secure the independence 
they now possess as officials under the local authori- 
ties? Was it by sending deputations, or presenting 
petitions, or making private appeals to members of 
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Parliament? No, but by being directly represented 
and their claims urged by their colleagues on the 
floor of the House. It would be easy to multiply the 
illustrations of this kind to prove that the legisla- 
ture, and even the executive modify their policy in 
obedience to the demands of the various interests 
represented. Not only does a member of Parliament 
possess a tongue and a vote—both valuable assets, 
especially if the Government is in a tight place—but 
he comes into daily contact with brother members, 
giving many opportunities of making a favourable 
impression on their minds and of pointing out the 
reasonableness of the redress claimed by those he 
represents, thus securing their support in the modi- 
fication of a bill before the House, or a policy pursued by 
a department in the direction he desires. If any 
body of men choose to stand aside, neglecting their 
own interests, while others press forward, they must 
not be surprised if they are ignored. Such is our 
present position. 

The agricultural labourer, who is supposed to 
be at the lowest point in the intellectual scale, has 
sense enough to see the necessity of being represented 
in the House of Commons, and yet the veterinary 
profession, composed largeiy of intelligent, educated 
men, does not see this, or if it does is not suffi- 
ciently in earnest to stir itself and make the required 
effort to accomplish this object. 

Suppose we had had a Walter Foster or a John 

Burns to speak for usin Parliament; would it bave 
been possible for Lord Burghclere to have inflicted 
the injustice upon us which characterised his reign at 
the Board of Agriculture? IJ donot say that it would 
have been impossible, but I venture to think it 
would have been very unlikely indeed. 
_ Oh, but there are so many difficulties! say the 
pessimists. Of course there are. Every man, every 
profession, every nation has had difficulties, and be- 
cause of them many became strong, self reliant and 
prosperous. This country has had its share, and I 
am proud ‘o add overcame them, one by one; 
witness 1832-46-57-70-85. These difficulties were 
faced by brave men, and to-day we enjoy the fruit of 
their labours. 

So has the veterinary profession conquered many 
difficulties and made creditable progress in the short 
period of its existence. Much, however, remains to 
be done. If wecould but see the advantage of taking 
the steps suggested by Major Nunn, or others equiva- 
lent to them, I believe before very long our object 
would be attained and some, at least, of our grievances 
receive the attention they deserve. 

J. Fraser, F.R.C.V.S. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


_An ordinary general meeting was held on Thursday 
night, 2nd inst., at the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
eons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. Mr. J. Sutcliffe 
urndall, the president, occupied the chair. There were 
present Messrs. Butters, Samson, Caton, Singleton, 


Reekie, Perryman, MacCormack, Sovournin, Macqueen, 
Manton, Baxter, Clarke, Barrett, Major Nunn, Walpole, 
Colonel Duck, Clapp, Stroud, Payne, Smith, Rogerson, 
King, Colonel Durrant, Harrison, Major Phillips, Pru. 
dames, Sheather, Taylor, Dowell, me pret Major Moore, 
Porch, Brown, Hunting, Mulvey, and eight visitors. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were, on the 
— of Mr. Samson, seconded by Mr. Caton, taken as 
read. 

Letters and telegrams of nore at inability to attend 
were read from Vet.-Lieut.-Col. Rayment, Mr. F. Wragg, 
and Mr. 8. J. Slocock. 

Also a letter from Mrs. McOnie expressing her grati- 
tude to the Society for their kindly sympathy, conveyed 
through the honorary secretary. 

A communication from Mr. Charles Hulford pointing 
out that some time ago he wrote to the late secretary 
placing his resignation in the latter’s hands, notwith- 
standing which he was still receiving advices with regard 
to meetings, etc., from time totime. He stated that he 
did not consider himself a member of the Society. 

A letter was then read from a Mr. Briggs asking per- 
mission to read a paper on “ Economic Haulage by 
Horses” before the Society, which it was decided to de- 
cline, the Secretary being instructed to communicate with 
Mr. Briggs to this effect. 


NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 


Vet.-Lieut. J. LouGHLIN was nominated by Major 
Nunn and Col. Duck, for election as a Fellow of the 
Society. 

The following gentlemen, nominated at the previous 
meeting, were unanimously elected Fellows of the 
Society : Vet.-Capt. F. B. Drage, Vet.-Lieut. H. Dur- 
rant, and Mr. P. W. D. Smith. 


Mr. Upton’s Morton. 


The CHarRMAN then called upon Mr. Upton to pro- 
pcse his resolution with regard to “ Unqualified Castra- 
tors” of which he had given notice at the previous 
meeting. 

Mr. — : 1 think that we should recommend to the 
Council that “In the opinion of the Fellows of the 
C.V.M.S. no person should be allowed to perform the 
operations of castration, etc., without proper qualifica- 
tion.” I think it unjust toour profession, after spending 
much of our mney and time in qualifying, that a man 
should be permitted to set up opposite us and practice 
castration. Our diploma says we are qualified to prac 
tice the art of veterinary surgery, and if something 1s not 
done in this matter I am sure veterinary surgery 10 
country places will go back into the hands of quacks at 
faddists. Mr. Barrett perhaps can set us right as t0 
which would be the best way of dealing with this matte 
Self preservation is the first law of nature, and we mus 
think of ourselves. sant 

The CuarrMAN : Do you bring forward any motion 

Mr. Upton : My idea is to get a consensus of opinion 
on the subject. Ihave not got the resolution propery 
framed, but will write it out now. : . will 

The Cuarrman : While Mr. Upton is doing 5° 
you kindly make any observations you may WIS to. 
there anybody who will second this resolution. f the 

Mr. Prupames : I hardly understand the terms 
resolution. Undoubtedly the at which 
desires to arrive is a desirable, albeit a somewha Soe 
cult one, and lined with thorns. Castration 1s pei od, by 
by all sorts of men. Medicine is given, or SUupPIT 
farmers or shepherds, and operations are ams is t0 
out by them: I really do not see in what way t ~ t 
be prevented. Whatever the Council might resroweret, 
it would not amount to an Act of Parliament, . ; al 
I should be pleased to support anything W bat do not 


tend to check this kind of thing going ©, 
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at present see any tangible way of arriving at this. If 
Mr. Upton’s resolution is workable, I will second it. 

Mr. Upton: You cannot stop farmers etc. but what [ 
want to do is to prevent men from practising castration 
as a means of livelihood. 

The CHAIRMAN: Have you oe: your resolution so that 
we may get it seconded ? hilst waiting, I have to 
announce that I have just received a telegram from Mr. 
Slocock stating that he cannot be present, which is par- 
ticularly unfortunate, as he was to bring forward some 
special points with regard to Mr Barrett's paper. 

Mr. Upton : xf resolution is as follows : “That in the 
opinion of the Fellows of the Central Veterinary Medical 
Society no person should be allowed to practice the 
operations of castration, etc., as a means of livelihood 
without proper qualifications, and urges the Council of 
the Royal College and other societies to take steps in this 
matter.” 

Mr. PruDAMEs declined to second this. 

Mr. Burrers: In order to test the feeling of the meet- 
ing [ will second Mr. Upton’s resolution. 

"hie put to the meeting, the resolution was lost, the 
proposer and seconder only voting for it. 

he SECRETARY reported that some of the old micro- 
scopes etc. had been sold by Prof. Macqueen (for the 
Society) and realised £1 19s. 6d. 

The meeting expressed its indebtedness to Prof. Mac- 
queen for disposing of the instruments. 

Under the head of “Any other business” the Hon. 
Secretary stated that at present there were only two 
other papers to be read this session, and he would be 
glad to know of any other Fellow who would be prepar- 
ed = favour them with an essay, so that he might appoint 
a date. 


“THE SALE oF Horsks ConsIDERED FROM A LEGAL 
Sranppornt.”—Adjourned Discussion on Mr. BARRETT’S 
Professor MAcQuéEEN : I believe [ moved the adjourn- 
ment of the discussion at last meeting, so that in accor- 
dance with custom I am required to re-open it. I have 
read the report of Mr. Barrett’s paper, and not having 
any legal training I may plead that I have not been able 
to extract all the instruction from it that perhaps I 
ought. To proceed at once to the headings or divisions, 
Ihave one or two remarks to make upon these. In a 
general way I should say that in my experience of horse 
disputes it is very seldom indeed in practice that a 
Veterinary surgeon gets any of the questions put to him 
"hich Mr. Barrett has submitted in his paper. Whena 
client has a difticulty with regard to a horse I think the 
preliminary stage is usually past before he approaches 
= veterinary surgeon for the purpose of obtaining his 
The first question is “Have I really bought the horse 
tishe still on trial and can I return him.” Mr. Barrett 
tells us what is considered to be a sale, and makes some 
remarks upon lending a horse. He finishes up by a 
telerence to the “Sale of Goods” Act. With regard to 
ave one or two questions to ask him. I think 
ty remarks will largely consist of questions, with the 
= of trying to extract a little more information from 
ee colleague. Is there such a thing as an “ im- 
. Warranty, provided the horse is bought at a full 
fice without a written warranty. I believe that at one 
~y Implied” warranties did exist, but that they are 
; a ered legal now. Then with regard to purchas- 
~ Wo horses at a time, I believe that when a man buys 
Y ye re horses if he objects to one he must return 
vg €ss each horse has been the subject of a separate 

should ‘a te with regard to horses “on approval,” I 
alge? Mr. Barrett to inform us if when horses are 
the animals are at the risk of the 
t the hirer or buyer? I understand that if a 


buyer, or the intending buyer must be able to show that 
he is blameless for the death, otherwise the seller can 
hold the buyer responsible for the loss. 

Another heading in the paper 1s “ Was he sold with a 
Warranty.” Now I should like to ask Mr. Barrett 
whether a warranty is an essential condition of a horse 
sale in this country. I know that horses are bought and 
sold without any writing of any sort, but I want to know 
if a warranty is an essential condition of sale. 

With regard to the third heading “ Was the Warranty 
True or False,” here I would make the following remark. 
This part of Mr. Barrett’s paper seems to indicate a de- 
sire on his part to prepare veterinary surgeons and those 
who wish to consult them, to seek legal aid on eve 
occasion. The only thing which I can extract out of this 
paragraph is that Mr. Barrett my ay the way for enter- 
ing the Court in a horse dispute, but cannot see anything 
in it to lead veterinary surgeons to prevent that contin- 
gency. How is a veterinary surgeon to say whether a 
warranty is true or false. When he is consulted, pro- 
bably his first question would be “ Was the horse sold 
with a warranty?” to which the answer in most cases 
would be “yes.” The question as to whether the 
warranty be true or false cannot be answered satisfac- 
torily by the veterinary surgeon, but by a judge and 
jury. This part of Mr. Barrett’s paper is a “special 
pleading ” to lead vets. to have recourse to law. I have 
no sort of affection for the law beyond trying to keep out 
of its clutches. 

Then with regard to the period of warranty “ Has the 
period of warranty expired,” and here he alludes to 
auctions, particularly to sales at London repositories. 
On this subject there is much to be said. I was very 
much interested in the remarks which Mr. Slocock made 
regarding the purchase of a horse under auction. He 
said “T think that if an auctioneer knocks down a horse 
to the highest bidder the animal is on sale except the 
highest bidder accepts it. Two things are necessary 
to an auction, there must be a bid and there must be an 
acceptance.” When the hammer falls the last bidder is 
the buyer, and I cannot understand the case cited by 
Mr. Slocock, and should like Mr. Barrett to pay particu- 
lar attention to that item. In connection with auction 
sales there is another thing: What is the condition of 
affairs when a horse is put up “without reserve.” My 
own impression is that when a horse is offered thus the 
seller is not allowed to bid, and the highest bona-fide 
bidder shall be the buyer. If the bona-fide bidder can 
show that there has been fictitious bidding he has right 
of action for the sale to be void as far as the fictitious 
bidding is concerned. There are persons known as 
“white bonnets,” who attend some sales in Scotland, and 
I believe that there are a few “white bonnets” in this 
country, although perhaps they are not known by that 
name. They are tolerated sometimes because it is 
difficult to prove their existence or action. A “ white 
bonnet” is a person who attends a sale, probably at the 
instigation of the seller, and puffs up or enhances the 
value of an animal under auction. Now where a horse 
is bid up by one of these “ white bonnets” and the con- 
ditions of sale state that the highest bidder shall be the 
purchaser, I believe that the highest bidder who cares to 
take action can nullify the sale as regards the animal in 
question. Then there is another and different kind of 
combination which occurs at some sales, that is for two 
or three who attend sales to combine together with a 
view to keeping the prices down, so that a horse may be 
sold at an under-value. I believe that if it can be shown 
that any combination of offerers at a sale have succeeded 
in leading to the sale of a horse at under-value, the sale 
can be declared void. Another point with regard to 
sales, is it unlawful when a man attends a sale with two 
or three friends for a man to say to another “ I will give 


's sold in this manner, and die during the trial, the 


you a sovereign if you don’t bid for lot so-and-so.” IL 
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believe that under the law, actions of this kind are dis- 
tinctly illegal, because an offer of this kind is equal to a 
bribe to refrain from bidding. 

As regards the descriptions at auctions, sometimes 
descriptions are not quite satisfactory, and buyers or in- 
tending buyers are very dissatisfied when they see the 
animal. They consider that the horse has been wrongly 
described. Will Mr. Barrett inform us as to whether 
there is such a thing as “ deceitful description.” Can he 
take action against the auctioneer—what is the position 
of the auctioneer in such a case as this. 

To come more particularly to the part of Mr. Barrett’s 
paper under the third heading, Mr. Barrett speaks of a 

orse being taken ill immediately after sale, and bemoans 
the fewness of legal appeals in this direction. “Con- 
sidering how common these cases are he is surprised 
etc.” I say “Amen” to that. A horseis sold warrant 
sound in wind ur eyes, has been hunted and is capable 
of being hunted. Delivery is taken of the horse the 
same evening or following morning, and the purchaser 
desires to test the horse for wind or in other way he ma 
wish in reason. He finds the horse is affected with 
catarrh, nasal discharge, or perhaps he is fevéfed. The 
veterinary surgeon who examines the horse certifies that 
it is unfit for proper examination and the horse is re- 
turned to the repository. In some instances those at the 
repository may accept the return of the horse, in other 
cases they may not. What is the owner or purchaser to 
do? Suppose that the horse istakenin. My experience 
is that the buyer is not then exonerated—he 1s still held 
liable for the price. Suppose that the auctioneer refuses 
to take the horse in, what is to be done? The buyer, 
perhaps, insists upon returning the animal. A veterinary 
surgeon who is supposed to be the consulting veterinary 
surgeon of the repository is called in and may give an 
opinion directly opposed to the client’s interests. In 
course of time perhaps the horse recovers and the auc- 
tioneer still insists upon the original buyer taking same, 
who, rather than go to law, takes another look at the 
horse and subjects it to a further trial. On trying the 
horse at the request of the auctioneer it is found to be 
unsound in wind (for example). He sends him back 
but the auctioneer says I cannot take him in. 

Then a horse (unwell at the time) is purchased as a 
“good hunter.” After some delay, during which the 
horse remains at the repository, the buyer receives noti- 
fication that the pence nuw ready to be tried. On 
being tried it is found that the horse does not answer 
the description. The buyer returns him to the reposi- 
tory, which, however, refuses to take him in. Another 
hardship which [ have experienced. A horse is sold with 
a description or warranty that the horse is “quiet in 
harness,” the interpretation of which is that the horse 
is fit to do a day’s work. A veterinary surgeon declares 
the animal unfit to do a fair day’s work owing to lame- 
ness. The horse is returned to the repository with a 
certificate, is taken in and examined by a nominee of 
the repository, who may or may not agree with the 
buyer’s veterinary surgeon. If he does agree there is an 
end of the matter—if not, then the horse must be ex- 
amined by a third veterinary surgeon, and his decision 
is final. A remarkable feature about this is (I have not 
a case to show you) thata veterinary certificate regarding 
a horse’s unfitness may be accepted one week, and an 
identical certificate refused the week following. 

The next heading of Mr. Barrett’s paper is “Has he 
answered the terms of the warranty?” That is more a 
question for a veterinary surgeon, although not always, 
as the warranty may be badly drawn. When a war- 
ranty is given for a horse my belief is the best place for 
same is on the back of a cheque (payable to order) ; but 
there are one or two warranties Mr. Barrett did not refer 
to. I should like to know whether he can give us any 
explanation of an “express” warranty. Then there is a 
warranty for fitness for some specified purpose, say for 
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breeding. There are sometimes disputes arise in this 
connection. Not 7 years ago, a case arose over what 
was called “a specified” warranty. An advertisement 
was inserted by a man who had some Australian cop. 
nections for “an entire Clydesdale horse, under three 
years old,” for the Australian, and in the course of time 
received an answer from a party who believed that he 
had a horse which answered that description. The ani- 
mal was bought, after inspection, for a fair price, and 
very soon after the animal had changed hands the buyer 
discovered that the horse had only one testicle in the 
scrotum, and he refused delivery or acceptance because 
the horse was not entire, and further that he did not 
(in accordance with a special clause of the Mercantile 
Law Amendment Act) comply with the terms of war- 
ranty, as he was unfit for the specified purpose for which 
he was required. A number of veterinary surgeons were 
consulted and, as usual, they disagreed. The result was 
that the buyer had to keep the horse, or at least pay for 
it, because it was not warranted under this saving clause 
for any specific purpose, and I have made a note of the 
remarks which passed. The decision of the Court was 
that the buyer was not entitled to reject the horse on the 
ground of his having been sold for a specific or particular 
purpose. One of the judges said “If you sell oats it 
may be to feed horses, or for meal, or for seed purposes, 
and if you sell oats for the latter purpose and the con- 
tract states so you can be held liable if the seed does not 
germinate, but you cannot say they have been sold fora 
specific purpose unless it is so stated. Not being an 
entire horse, the animal to which I am referring was not 
warranted for breeding purposes, although it might be 
assumed so, but he was nad tae the purposes for which 
all entire horses are used and he answered this descrip- 
tion. 

Another case :—A number of milch cows were adver- 
tised for dairy purposes, and were supplied. However, 
they were found to be unfit after delivery and the buyer 
refused payment. The case went to trial, and the judge 
decided that the cows could not be warranted for a 
special and particular purpose according to the saving 
clause of the Mercantile Law Amendment Act, because 
all milch cows are required for dairy purposes. In con- 
nection with “quiet in harness” another case occurs t0 
me where the decision is a little different. A horse was 
sold with the description “having been regularly driven 
in single and double harness.” Soon after purchase the 
buyer discovered that the horse was not just according 
to the description (I may mention the animal was 80 
after oe gg ye by letter) and he sought to get the 
money back. He succeeded in this case because the 
judge held that the description was equal to a warranty, 
and the horse being unfit or not useable for that purpos? 
he must be held as “ not answering the warranty. 

With regard to “ mere badness of shape not being hat 
soundness,” now I don’t quite comprehend the drift of tha 
statement. Does Mr. Barrett mean that mere badness 
of shape constitutes disease, or does he mean that mere 
badness of shape, plus disease, is not unsoundnes 
dissent altogether from the statement that mere badness 
of shape constitutes unsoundness. He next refers * 
congenital defect being an unsoundness—it depends “it 
tirely upon what is meant by “congenital one os 
would need be specified before anyone could say W "haps 
it was unsoundness or not. His next sentence per oa 
clears up the point a little. I presume that (undue "i 
vexity of the cornea) would be included under the 
of congenital defects. 
The last sentence I shall refer to is the ge is 
may mention here that the servant of a morse, ow ro 
impliedly authorised to warrant a horse, W as a 
servant of a p2rson who is not engaged in — . = 
selling horses, has no such authority, and canne 


i i i hat last 
unless specially authorised by his master. To t 
clause I would say this, is it not a fact that if a person 
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send his servant to an open market anything said 
regarding the capabilities or qualities of the horse by the 
servant, would be binding on the owner. [I believe that 
it is good law that when a servant makes any statement 
with regard to a horse in an open market the owner 
will be held answerable, but not so in an ordinary stable. 

I have finished all I want to say, with the exception of 
one or two questions. I should like to ask Mr. Barrett 
whether a foal in the womb can be bought. I under- 
stand that an unborn foal cannot be sold, but can form 
the subject of agreement for a sale, and that the risk 
remains with the seller. Then, suppose a horse is sold, 
and owing to some difficulty the buyer says “I don’t 
want the horse for a day or two, will you keep it for 
me?” and the seller agrees. If the seller uses the horse 
in any way before it has changed hands, can the buyer 
object on that account and would his objection hold 


good 

" Thave been asked to put another question. A horse 
sold and becomes ill before delivery, who is responsible 
in that case ? 

Now I[ have finished, I thank you for your patience. 
Ihave not been able to add anything to the information 
which Mr. Barrett has conveyed. I notice that he 
closes his paper with an invitation to us to bear in mind 
that he is a member of the legal profession. I have to 
thank Mr. Barrett for bringing this subject before us— 
barristers are not in the habit of attending what may 
be termed “lay” meetings. He views the subject of 
the sale of horses not so much from the point of view 
of a veterinary surgeon as that of a lawyer, and for that 
reason it is difficult for one who has not studied the law 
to follow all his statements. I have great pleasure in 
thanking Mr. Barrett for his kindness. 

The CHarRMAN : Professor Macqueen informs us that 
he has not contributed to the consideration of this sub- 
ject by any definite opinions, but his questions will no 
doubt be the means of eliciting still further informa- 
tion from Mr. Barrett. I understand that the latter 
would like to answer these questions now, instead of 
waiting until other members have spoken on the sub- 
re “rf shall be glad to know whether you approve. 

greed.) 

Mr. Barrett: I have taken this unusual course 

use questions of a legal character are not so 
easy to answer as those of a pathological nature, and 
I would like to submit my answers before I have 
further questions to consider. With your permission 
will do my best to answer Professor Macqueen’s 
queries. Before doing so may I take this opportunity 
of thanking the members for the way in which they 


when two horses are sold together the one warrant 
is applicable to both, and in the event of one anima 
not answering the terms of the joint warranty the 
pair may be returned. 

Professor Macqueen goes on to ask “ Are horses sold 
‘on approval’ at risk of buyer or seller.” Generally 
speaking they are at the risk of seller. If a horse is 
warranted sound for one month and fall ill or lame 
within that period the seller is certainly responsible, 
unless there are special conditions which negative that, 
or the buyer has been guilty of gross neglect in the 
treatment of the animal. The question of monetary 
consideration does not affect the point at issue. You 
must observe the conditions of warranty, whether ex- 
press or implied. When a horse is sold with a warranty 
and is afterwards found to be lame the purchaser may 
return the horse within a reasonable time of discovery 
of the defect. 

Professor MAcQuEEN : [ don’t think you have quite 
caught my point, it was that the horse was sold with a 
warranty “on approval,” but at a certainsum per week 
for hire. 

Mr. Barrett : I don’t think that affects the question 
of ownership. When a horse is sold on hire he does not 
become the property of the hirer until the conditions of 
sale have been fulfilled. 

Further, in reference to an animal being sold “ with- 


out reserve,” when a horse is advertised to be sold at a 


public auction “ without reserve ” the seller has no right 
to bid, either himself or through an agent, and if the 
buyer finds he has consequently paid a fictitious value 
for the horse the sale may, by action at law, he vitiated. 
There is no doubt that “white bonnets” do exist and 
the bids which they make are fraudulent. Men who 
engage in this work are guilty of a criminal offence and 
render themselves liable to imprisonment—it would be 
held to be a fraudulent conspiracy. In the same way if 
one person offers another a certain amount not to bid 
for any animal which they both desire to have, che person 
so doing renders himself liable to criminal prosecution. 

Professor MAcquEEN asks “ can you take action against 
the seller for deceitful description.” You will remember 
my quoting a case where a horse was wrongfully de- 
scribed, and on the case appearing before the courts the 
judge held that it did not possess the qualifications it 
was alleged to have, in consequence of which the sale 
was declared to be vitiated by fraud. 

In reply to the query as to whom to sue in the event 
of adispute arising after purchase—the auctioneer or 
seller, I should say most certainly the seller, as the 
auctioneer is a mere agent, and acts as a stakeholder 


ave received my paper. I had thought it would be 
4 very dry subject, and it is therefore with pleasure | 


that I find I have raised points which may lead to | 


Considerable discussion. With regard to the first point 
Which Professor Macqueen raised, I agree that in prac- 
tice veterinary surgeons seldom have questions, such as 
I submitted, put to them, but this probably is because 
of the lack of confidence which their clients repose in 
them. If veterinary surgeons will take the trouble to 
make themselves thoroughly conversant with these 
points they will be far more likely to be consulted. 
*specting “implied” as distinct from “express” 
parranty, an implied warranty is one which is not given 
¥ the seller to the buyer, but which is inferred from 
© nature of the transaction entered into between the 
Lreag On the other hand an express warranty is one 
Ich is given either verbally or in writing. You 
ould endeavour always to secure it in writing. 
mae Macqueen asked whether if two horses are 
me Tiree together as one lot and one is objected to 
ud both have to be returned. This would depend 


}on the conditions at the i i ich 

particular repository, whic 
fare to be literally construed. Conditions which apply 
ne case do not in another. Generally speaking 


until the sale is finally completed. 

The question of illness after sale is a very important 
matter. You will recollect that I rather deplored the 
few cases dealing with this point—it has never been 
determined or adjudicated upon. If a man is unable to 
put the horse to work, or if te can prove that the horse 
does not answer the warranty, he must certainly return 
it. In such a case he should call in professional aid, 
and notify the repository, accompanying his letter with 
the veterinary surgeon’s certificate. If he does this I 
fail to see how the seller could proceed against him. 

As to soundness in wind and eyes, at Tattersall’s when 
a horse is sold as a good hunter he is presumed to be 
sound in wind and eyes, and if not he could be returned. 
Catarrh would be considered a disease of the respiratory 

sages, and the animal would consequently be de- 
ective in two respects, first by reason of illness and 
then on account of the catarrh the buyer would not be 
able to put the horse to the ordinary tests. If a buyer 
is thus unable to test a horse within the time allowed, 
the seller cannot compel him to submit it to any further 
test after the period of warranty has expired. 

Then there is the important question relating to horses 
sold as “quiet in harness.” A horse thus described 
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should be capable of doing a fair day’s work—he is not 
necessarily required to be a sound horse. If veterinary 
surgeons disagree you must abide by the special con- 
ditions under which the horse was sold. Probably a 
third veterinary surgeon would be called in as umpire, 
and his decision must be adhered to in those cases in 


which the conditions of sale notify this. By reason of | part 


these conditions both buyer and seller must be bound 
by the decision of the third veterinary surgeon who 
acts as an arbitrator in the disputed point. 

Professor Macqueen mentions identical certificates 
being accepted one week and refused another, but there 
may have been some slight difference in their form, or 
the conditions of sale were probably not the same, or 
perhaps the animals in respect of which the certificates 
were given were not in the same condition of soundness 
or unsoundness. He has fallen into the common error 
of supposing that if a man writes a warranty on the back 
of a cheque that is the best form of warranty. It is not 
a warranty at all. The conditions have not been signed 
by the seller. I would also remind you that a warranty 
subsequent to sale is bad. 

Professor MacqurEEN : I should like this po#it eluci- 
dated still further. If a seller inscribes on the back of 
a cheque a warranty for a horse, is it a good warranty ? 

Mr. Barrett: Professor Macqueen may think it is 
so, but all the same it is not. The Court have de- 
cided against it veing so. A cheque is most frequently 
made out subsequent to sale and perhaps forwarded by 
post, and the warranty would therefore be given after 
the sale and so be bad, because no further consideration 
was given. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN : I go on the market to buy a horse, 
and meet with different dealers. I have my cheque 
in my pocket. I buy ahorse from dealer No. 1, I write 
cheque out “to order” and ask him if he will put on the 
back of cheque his warranty. I maintain that it is good 
and fail to see how it can be wrong. 

Mr. Barrett: Very pester persons who buy 
horses themselves write on their cheque, but of course 
without avail. Even if the seller does so the Courts have 
ruled that it is of no effect. 

Prof. MacquEEN : You do not say what kind of war- 
ranty would be acceptable and held good in law. Do 
you mean to say that one piece of paper is better than 
another. 

Mr. Barrett: Prof. Macqueen misses the point. The 
cheque is given after a bargain has been struck and is not 
therefore legally good. 

Prof. MACQUEEN : You say that a warranty given after 
the sale is bid. How on earth can you give a warranty 
until you agree to purchase. You led me to understand 
that if a warranty follows the mere act of buying that 
warranty is bad. Asa matter of practice a warranty 
must follow the agreement to buy. 

Mr. BARRETT: One cannot say very much unless you 
know the conditions of sale. The payment of money 
does not enter into consideration, as that may take place 
weeks afterwards. The Courts invariably regard with 
suspicion any transaction which arises after the sale, be- 
cause they say the bargain is then complete. There are 
many cases In which verbal warranties are given. A 
man says “I sell my horse to you as sound.” This is 

rfectly good because it is given at the time of sale. 

hen a man writes a cheque he probably adjourns to a 
neighbouring hotel, perhaps an hour after the sale has 
been effected. It does not matter whether the warranty 
is on a cheque or not if given at the time of sale and if it 
is in proper form. 

The CHarrMAN: What I understand you to mean is 
this, and if 1am right it may serve to enlighten Prof. 
Macqueen, I think you mean that circumstances have 
occurred in the past with which the Courts have had to 
deal where cheques were endorsed with a warranty which 

ultimately proved to be unsatisfactory, and in view of 


| these cases the Courts have since looked upon cases of 
this kind with suspicion. 

Mr. Barrett: That is so, I thank you. Words 
written on a cheque are often indefinite and ambiguous, 

robably not properly expressed, and the Courts have 
en unable to interpret the actual intention of the 
ies. 

Mr. SHEATHER: Is a warranty any the worse for be- 
ing written on the back of a cheque. 

r. Barrett: No of course not, if signed by the seller 
and properly stated. ; 

Resuming, Mr. Barrett said, with regard to the ques- 
tion of a Clydesdale stallion. This again is a question 
of whether an implied or express warranty was given. If 
the two testicles were not in the scrotum he would be an 
unsound horse, but in the case quoted the Court was 
correct because the defect would not prevent the horse 
being used for the purposes for which horses are gener- 
ally used, and no specific warranty was given. 

rof. MACQUEEN : I want to know whether it is nota 
fact that you cannot warrant a horse or anything as be- 
ing fit for a special or specific purpose in cases in which 
same is to be used for the purpuses for which such horse 
or goods are generally used. Under the common law 
there is an implied warranty that the horse must be fit 
for the purposes required, but under the Mercantile Law 
Amendment Act a saving clause is inserted which does 
not require the seller to warrant the horse for any speci- 
fic purpose. The buyer returns the horse because he was 
not entire, owing to him having only one testicle in the 
scrotum, and under this clause he did not answer the 
description of being fit for a specific purpose. The 
Court, however, upheld the seller because they held 


k | that you cannot warrant a horse for a specific purpose if 


the _—— is used for any purpose for which any horse 1s 
used. 

Mr. Barrett: You labour under a mistake. [If you 
sell a horse “quiet in harness” you sell him with a 
specific warranty. When you sell a stallion for breeding 
purposes you sell him with a specific warranty, in the 
same manner as when you sell a warranty of oats for 
seed purposes you sell them with a specific warranty 
that they are capable of germination. No one can ex- 
press an opinion upon such a case as you have quoted. 
There may have been special letters etc. bearing on the 
case. It is really impossible to say anything without be- 
ing in possession of the correspondence. 

The CuarrMan : Gentlemen, I have to point out that 
it is now nine o’clock and, in accordance with our usua 
custom, the meeting comes to a close unless you decide 
otherwise. 

Mr. Sampson: The paper is such an interesting one 
and has evoked so much discussion that I think we ha 
better adjourn the discussion until next meeting. 

Mr. Barrett : [ am sorry gentlemen to have taken up 
so much of your time, but have only one or two more re 
marks to make. , al 

The Cuarrman: If it is your will gentlemen I wi, 
ask Mr. Barrett to kindly finish his remarks with rega 
to Prof. Macqueen’s questions. h 

Mr. Barrerr: In regard to mere badness of s an 
not being in itself unsoundness, what it simply means * 
that the Courts have had considerable difficulty ign 
ing what really is unsoundness. If the disease —_ 
exist at the time of sale mere badness of shape can? ital 
taken as an indication of unsoundness. Pee “ 
defect is unsoundness because the horse is incapa ~ 
fulfilling the warranty, and is not reasonably a the 
performing a normal amount of work. Convexity d toa 
cornea would also be unsoundness. With — E 
horse being kept by the seller (at buyers 
sale, of course the man who sells the anima risk, an 
right to use it, and if he does so it is at his own Fisk, © 


action 
if injury results he renders himself liable to. 4) 4 
for damages. The contract could not be rescinded up? 
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that account. These are very common eases. Prof. 
Macqueen then stated the following case: A man sells 
his horse, the buyer ng I don’t want the horse for a few 
days, will you keep him for me. The seller complies 
and puts him to work. Can the buyer object to the sale 
by reason of the use to which the horse has been put. I 
think I have ow explained that the buyer cannot 
rescind the contract, but must take delivery of his horse 
after the period for which the seller undertook to keep 
him has expired. As before remarked, in the event of 
anything happening to the horse by reason of the work 
to which he was put the buyer would be entitled to 
claim damages for depreciation from the seller. If the 
horse became ill and died whilst stabled by the seller at 
the buyer’s request, then if the sale were complete the 
loss necessarily would fall upon the buyer. In all these 
cases one has to look at the evident intention of the par- 
ties ; the risk must necessarily fall upon the person to 
whom the horse belongs. 

On the motion of Mr. Samson, seconded by Mr. Caton, 
the further discussion of Mr. Barrett’s paper was post- 
poned until next meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN, referring to the paper on “ Docking” 
which was to have been read, asked Mr. Clapp if a 
would kindly defer it till the meeting in April. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Friday afternoon, February 17th. Mr. 
H. J. Dawes (President) occupied the chair, and those 
resent included : A. W. Mason, Esq., President, R.C.V.S., 
fessor Dewar, Edinburgh ; Messrs. J. Blakeway, W. 
H. Brooke, J. M. Parke», and F.J. Taylor, Birmingham ; 
J.J. Burchnall, Loughborough ; H. Barrett, Nuneaton ; 
V. Carless, Stafford ; W.S. Carless, Worcester ; E. G. 
Crowhurst: Leamington ; H. Collett, West Bromwich ; 
W. Grasby, Daventry ; F. L. Gooch. Stamford ; A. Green, 
Dudley ; A. Hodgkins, Hanley ; F’. B. Jones, Leicester : 
E. Paley and G. Prickett, Walsall ; A. Over, Rugby ;G 
Smith, Tunstall ; R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyne ; 
G. Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent ; J -Whyte, Tenbury : 
and J. Young, Bromsgrove. Visitors: Messrs. J. H. 
Burnett and E. T. Pearce, Birmingham. 
tters or telegrams of apology for non-attendance 
were received from :—Sir H. Simpson, Drs. Fleming, 
tling (B’mham), Manly (West Bromwich) ; Professors 
aFadyean, Macqueen, Axe and Williams; Messrs. 
W. Wragg, Gibbins (Nottingham), Merrick (North- 
Won McGill (B’mham), Barling, Ross, Bainbridge, 
\ éllingborough), and Simpson (Maidenhead), and J. 
alcolm, hon. sec- 
- 0 regard to Mr. Malcolm’s absence, The PRESIDENT 
that gentleman had been summoned to 
ost on by the Board of Agriculture to attend the De- 
(Vr Bhee Committee on glanders, and the Treasurer 
= akeway) had kindly undertaken to act as secre- 
y on his behalf, 
Dadle PRESIDENT announced that Mr. A. Green, of 
uti *y, whose resignation, through pressure of other 
- Was received at the last meeting, had re-considcred 
— and, at the request of the Association, had 
to continue his membership. 


NOMINATION AND ELECTIONS. 


Prevtet J. Taytor nominated as a member of the 
ham. The his partner, Mr. J. H. Burnett, of Birming- 
Course at Heme will be submitted in the ordinary 

Two at the next meeting. 
meetin new members. dul nominated at the previous 
&, were elected. T ey were: Mr. R. L. GREEN, 


of Dudley, proposed by Mr. Triccer, and seconded by 
Mr. BLaKeway; and Mr. Martin, of Wellington, 
roposed by The PREsmpENT, and seconded by Mr. 
ALEY. 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Mr. BLAKEway presented his annual balance sheet, 
duly audited, which was as follows: Balance at Bank, 
Jan. Ist, 1898, £131 16s.; subscriptions and entrance 
fees during 1898, £61 10s. ; bank interest during year, 
£3 14s. 8d. Total received during year, £197 Os. 8d. 
The expenditure had been: Secretary’s disbursements, 
£16 3s. 6d.; Treasurer’s ditto, 14s. 4d.; President’s 
ditto, £3 15s. 6d., leaving a balance at the bank, Dec. 
31st, 1898, of £176 7s. 4d. 

Mr. BLAKEWAyY said that the Secretary’s accounts 
were considerably less than they were the previous 
year, partly because there were no election expenses, 
and partly because there was less money spent in in- 
struments. Last year’s receipts were £30 10s. more than 
those of 1897, and they were £44 11s. 4d. better off than 
they were twelve months ago. Yet, although they had 
a good balance at the bank, it was not too large in com- 
parison of those of previous years. During 1898 there 
had been 10 new members elected. Two members had 
been lost by death, and two members had resigned, of 
whom one, Mr. F. B. Barling, had resigned since the jast 
meeting. Another member had been struck off the list 
for non-payment of his subscription, so that on Jan. 
ist last the Association comprised 94 subscribing mem- 
bers and 11 honorary associates, making a grand total of 
105. (Applause.) 

The PrREsIDENT: You will agree with me that the 
report is very satisfactory, and that we can venture to 
leave it to Mr. Blakeway to produce a balance on the 
right side. I propose that the report and balance sheet 
be passed and entered upon the minutes. 

his was seconded by Mr. GREEN, and carried 
unanimously. 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 

Mr. TricGeR said that the next business was the 
election of a President for the ensuing year, and he was 
going to ask them to divert from their usual course, and, 


- | not witbout good reason, elect Mr. Dawes to that position 


for another year. During the coming summer the 
Association had decided to send two delegates to the 
International Congress at Baden-Baden, and to defray 
their expenses. The delegates were to consist of the 
President and the Hon. Sec., and as Mr. Dawes had been 
Secretary for seven years, he had certainly a strong 
claim to the honour of being one of the delegates. If 
Mr. Malcolm were re-elected Secretary he would accom- 
pany Mr. Dawes to Baden-Baden, and they might be 
relied upon to represent the Association worthily and 
well. By re-electing Mr. Dawes they would show him 
that his valuable services in the past had been properly 

r. WARTNABY seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

The PrestpENT, in acknowledging the compliment, 
said that the proposition had come upon him as a great 
surprise, because the rule of the Association had been 
not to elect the same president two years in succession. 
However, he was fully sensible of the honour they had 
conferred upon him, and he would endeavour to justify 
the course they had taken. (Applause 

Vice-Presidents.—Mr. Over proposed, and Mr. Goocn 
seconded, that Mr. H. Barrett, of Nuneaton, be a Vice- 
President of the Association for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Mason proposed, and Mr. Parker seconded, the 
election of Mr. eg Green, of Dudley. Mr. Beddard 
— and Mr. Prickett seconded, the election of Mr. 

ALEY, of Walsall, who were unanimously elected. 
Treasurer.—Mr. TricGeR said that as one of the 


auditors he had much pleasure in proposing that Mr. 
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Blakeway be re-elected Treasurer of the Association. 
That gentleman’s accounts were in the most excellent 
order, and he most zealously watched the interests of the 
Association. 

Mr. Goocu, as the other auditor, begged leave to second 
the motion, which was unanimously carried. 

Mr. BLAKEWAY, in suitable terms, accepted the office 
for another year, and thanked the members for the 
renewal of their confidence in him. 

Secretary.—On the motion of the PRESIDENT, who 
said it would be impossible to get anyone more fitted for 
the post, seconded 3 PARKE r. J. Malcolm was 
re-elected Secretary of the Association. 

Auditors.—The PRESIDENT pro 
Trigger and Gooch be re-elect 
Association. 

Mr. Blakeway seconded the motion, which was agreed 


that Messrs. 
auditors of the 


THE VicTorRIA BENENOLENT FunpD. 


In accordance with notice previovsly given, Mr. 
Blakeway moved “That the Association contribute a 
sum of money in aid of the Victoria Veterinary’Benevo- 
lent Fund.” He first read a letter from Sir Henry 
Simpson bearing upon the subject, in which the writer 
expressed the hope that the fund would not in any way 
be antagonistic to the existing Benevolent Suciety, 
known as the Manchester Society. Proceeding, the 
speaker said that his proposition was not without prece- 
dent, for in going through the old accounts of the 
Association he found that as long ago as March 29th, 
1870, they contributed £30 to what was known as the 
National Benevolent Fund. That carried with at the 
privilege of nominating a life member. He therefore 
rere that the sum to be given to the Victoria Benevo- 
ent Fund be £30. 

Mr. Prickett seconded the motion. 

Mr. Goocu said he should certainly like to see the 
Victoria Benevolent Fund assisted, as it was doing a 
—— work, but he should prefer the help to be in the 
shape of an annual subscription. He moved as an 
amendment that the Association subscribe five guineas 
annually to the fund. 

Mr. ParKER, who seconded the amendment, said he 
thought that would be the better course. 

Mr. Mason thought the annual subscription should be 
for a specified number of years. 

Mr. Goocu did not see that it was necessary to make 
any stipulation as totime. If their own funds threatened 
to fail them at any time they could at once cease sub- 
scribing. 

The PRESIDENT agreed wlth Mr. Mason. It would 
be difficult to withdraw the subscription if they made it 
indefinitely, whereas if they fixed a number of years 
they could easily repeat it if they thought fit. 

Mr. TRIGGER was also of the same opinion. 

Mr. BeppArD thought a lump sum would be prefer- 
able to an annual subscription. He moved as a further 
amendment that the donation be £20. 

Mr. Hopex1ns seconded. 

After some further discussion, a vote was taken, with 
the result that Mr. Gooch’s amendment in favour of an 
annual subscription of five guineas was carried. 

Mr. BLAKEWAY inquired when the subscription should 
commence, and upon the motion of the PREsIDENT, 
seconded by Mr. Gooch, it was resolved that the firs 
subscription should be sent forthwith. 


THE Proposed MIDLAND UNIVERSITY, 


The following resolution was moved by Mr. F.J. Taylor: 
“That a sum of £25 be contributed towards the funds of 
the proposed Midland University by the Midland 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association for the en- 
couragement of the educational movement now on foot, 


and as an incentive to the recognition of our profession 
on its educational board, either as entirely independent 
veterinary department, or an agricultural department 
under veterinary supervision.” 

Mr. Taytor said he had circularised many members 
of the profession with the object of obtaining their views 
on the question, and he must confess that he had met 
with considerable opposition from the veterinary schools, 
However, he thought his intention had been very much 
misunderstood. tt was not his wish that the Midland 
University should in any sense rival their veterinary 
colleges, but if they could obtain some recognition by the 
university it might have ‘the effect of raising the tone 
of the profession in the eyes of the outside world. 

Mr. BLaAKEway «aid that for the meee of opening 
matter up for discussion, he would second the reso- 
ution. 

Mr. TricGeR thought they ought to know a little 
more about the matter before they parted with their 
money. He should propose as an amendment that the 
President, the Hon. iy and Mr. Taylor be appointed a 
deputation to wait upon the promoters of the University, 
and place themselves in a position to give further 
details at the next meeting. 

Mr. Taytor, in reply to Mr. Paley, stated that the 
scheme was virtually decided upon. 

Mr. Mason seconded Mr. Trigger’s amendment. 

Mr. Pauey thought £25 was too small if the Associa- 
tion really intended doing anything in the matter. It 
appeared to him that it was chiefly a local affair, and 
that the proposition ought to fall to the ground. 

Mr. BLAKEWAY read a letter from Mr. Malcolm on 
the subject, in which the writer expressed himself 
favourable to an unconditional donation being made, but 
at the same time thought the local members ought to 
add to the sum themselves. He (Mr. Blakeway) agreed 
with Mr. Malcolm, because £25 would be ridiculous to 
found a chair. 

Mr. TayLor thought that a small donation would 
prove to the public that the profession took some interest 
in the movement. 

The PRESIDENT was of opinion that £25 would be 
sucha small sum, that it would fail to secure them the 
slightest influence. 

rof. DEwaR said that, as the only representative of 
the schools present, he would like to say a few words on 
the subject. It was asserted that there was no inten- 
tion of competing with the schools in any w%y, but, 
nevertheless, the resolution was extremely vague, that 
Mr. Taylor’s real motive was hardly clear to them. He 
should certainly question the right of Birmingham 
University, supposing the institution were established, 
grant any veterinary certificate, without they taught the 
science most thoroughly. hat 

The PRESIDENT moved, as another amendment, om 
the resolution lay on the table, and that if, memxet 
Page to subscribe to the fund individually, they ™s 

sO. 

Mr. PALEy seconded. 

Further discussion ensued, and when a vote was ta = 
Mr. Trigger’s amendment was carried by an overwhe 
ing majority. 


Councit Etection, R.C.V.S., 1899. 


ded 
Resolved, on the proposition of the President, seco) 
by Mr. Mason, President R.C.V.S., and supported 
essrs. Wartnaby, Beddard, and Blakeway, 40 oF Mr. 
unanimously, to cordially support the re-election | a 
Trigger, who was also re-elected last year, g. to fil 
drawn in ballot at annual meeting take 
extraordinary vacancy would, as then a a 
President, Professor Penberthy, have to g, 
one year (vide Veterinary Record, June 4th, 1898, P- 
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and that for election pur this Association unite 
with Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Eastern Counties 
Veterinary Medical Associations. 


[It has since been discovered that announcement made 
by President R.C.V.S. was an error, Captain Butler 
hwwing been elected in 1896 would not have retired till 
1900, so that Mr. Trigger’s seat is not rendered vacant 
this year. The resolution to support the above societies’ 
nominees will, however, hold good.--J. M., hon. sec.] 


Vote oF THANKS TO THE OFFICERS. 


Mr. Goocu proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer, for their services to 
the Association during the past twelve months, and said 
he was pleased that all three officials had been elected 
to serve another period. 

Mr. GREEN seconded the motion, which was carried 
with applause, the President and Mr. Blakeway briefly 
acknowledging the compliment. 


Prof. Dewar then read a very interesting ty upon 
“The Scattering of Salt in the Streets during frost and 
its effects on the Legs of Horses.” 


Mr. Mason opened the discussion, and declared at 
once that the paper contained little or nothing that was 
controversial. However, it was a most interesting paper, 
especially to anyone who, like himself, practised in a 
large town, where the scattering of salt was freely in- 
dulged in. He had found precisely the same conditions 
arise from the scattering of salt, as Professor Dewar had 
described. Horses were thrown off for a considerable 
period, and in severe cases, they had to be destroyed 
on account of open joints. The habit of scattering salt 
could not be too highly condemned He did not know 
whether there was any carbon in the air that had any- 
thing to do with the freezing, but he fancied that in 
manufacturing districts the effects were greater. 
_ Mr. W. Caress (Stafford) said that not living in an 
intensely populated district, he had not had much ex- 
sane of the subject dealt with by Protessor Dewar. 

owever, he could readily understand that a mixture 
of salt and snow would be injurious, because when 
walking through it himself he had invariably noticed 
how much colder it was to the feet. How much more, 
therefore, was it likely to produce. mischief and deep 
suffering in sloughing wounds. In his experience, the 
intense moist cold did not always produce the diseases 
alluded to. He did not recollect a horse in its native 
tate out of doors that had suffered as Professor Dewar 
had described. 

Mr. Goocn said where he lived they never used salt 
under any consideration. He was meee surprised that 

uring the severe winter they had five or six years ago 
When 42 degrees of frost were registered, and with a 
very wet time afterwards, that they had not some of 

© cases mentioned by the essayist, but in his own 

a which was an extensive one as regarded dis- 
; itt he did not meet with a single case. He had had 
oo © experience by the seaside, where there was salt 
‘ oh though not salt and snow, and in the winter time, 
i thing machine horses were employed on the shore 
tape other kind of work. They were constantly in 
a Water, at the coldest period of the year, but he 

: never heard ot them suffering much in consequence. 
of nove: he had heard of diseased legs in the form 
of its _ being treated with sea water, on account 
‘ yuutseptic nature. In the special case mentioned 
‘ nc Dewar, he should like to know whether 

Psy revealed any trace of septicaemia. 
Profesor Dn quite agreed with the observations of 
would find ewar. If they wanted demonstration they 

te nd that they never had cold feet themselves so 

when they walked streets where salt had been 


Mr Warrtnaby said it had given him great pleasure 
to listen to the discourse of Prof. Dewar, but as he him- 
self had never seen a single case of frost bite in his life, 
he hardly felt capable of discussing the subject. In the 
town in which he lived, they always used sand in the 
streets in frosty weather instead of salt. He thought 
the history of the Aberdeen law case was interesting as 
showing the liabilities of public companies creating a 
nuisance in the streets. Prof. Dewar made a remark 
which surprised him, and that was that animals which 
had their legs clip were not so liable to be attacked 
as those which did not. He (the speaker) should have 
thought the contrary would have been the case, namely, 
that hair on the legs would have protected them from 
external cold. The Professor also said that the hind 
legs were most generally affected, but he could not ex- 
plain why. He (the speaker) would like to ask whether 
that could not be explained by the fact that the hind legs 
nent further removed from the centre of the circula- 
tion 

Mr. JonEs said he saw some very bad cases during 
the last severe winter they had. Cab horses were the 


greatest victims, and it was surprising how little pain 
the animals seemed to suffer. 

Mr. Patey said his experience of frost bites was ver 
limited, but still he coincided with every word Prof. 
Dewar had said, as he had found just the same condi- 
tions himself. Contrary to what Mr. Jones had said, he 
(the speaker) fuund that animals suffered a great deal. 
The only case of open joint he had seen was attributed 
entirely to the frost. 

Mr. BurcHNALL said that he too had had no exper- 
ience of the subject. The Professor, at the opening of 
his address, touched upon the therapeutic action of salt. 
Did he not think that animals were likely to take volun- 
tarily such a quantity of salt as would do them harm, if 
it was left to them in the shape of rock salt ? 

Mr. Hopexrns said he had seen many cases of slough- 
ing. but never from the effects of salt. 

he PRESIDENT said that before the discussion closed, 
he should like to say how pleased he had been with the 
paper, which was as interesting as it was instructive. 

rof. Dewar then replied to the various speakers, but 
admitted that there was not much for him to reply to. 
He agreed with the statement that horses in their natural 
state never saw the disease he had mentioned. The 
reason was that the horse in the snowy field would get 
the snow on his feet, but it would be on the hair, and 
the skin itself would be dry. “Mr. Wartnaby rather mis- 
understood his remarks cn that point. Horses with 
plenty of hair, if they remained in the wet any length of 
time, were liable to be attacked, but horses that had had 
their legs clipped were much more liable, even going 
amongst mud and wet, when it was not very cold. Mr. 
Gooch had referred to the action of sea water, but it 
must be remembered that sea water never reached the 
same low temperature as salt and snow. We never got 
the sea frozen round our coasts, and the great body of 
water constantly coming up to the surface kept the water 
above the freezing point of sea water, which was a few 
degrees below the ordinary freezing point. Like Mr. 
Paley, he had seen intense pain in these cases, with the 
horses blowing, and at a high temperature. Salt was 
largely used as a medicine ; but notwithstanding the 
risks of it lying about the farmyard, its poisonous action 
was not looked for. He did not think that animals 
would take sufficient rock salt to do them harm, because 
they usually exercised a great deal more discretion than 
human beings. He might mention in that connection 
that in the ranches of the United States, where they 
were troubled with black quarter, they put out mixtures 
of salt, nitrate of potass, sulphate of iron and sulphur 
for the cattle to lick at. They could lick as much as 
they liked, but they never did themselves harm, and it 


thaw the snow. 
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was in that way that black quarter was arrested and 
practically eradicated. 
OTE OF THANKS TO THE ESSAYIST. 

Mr. Mason proposed a vote of thanks to Professor 
Dewar for his most interesting paper, which, he said, 
bad been most elaborately compiled. 

- Mr. Goocn seconded, and expressed the hope that 
Professor Dewar would allow the association to publish 
his paper in the minutes. 

' Professor DEwaR, in acknowledging the compliment, 
said it had been a pleasure to him to attend that meet- 
ing and deliver a paper, the thanks he had received 
being an ample reward. 


LEEps CorPoRATION BILL. 


" Mr. Mason drew attention to a private bill which the 
Leeds Corporation are promoting in Parliament, giving 
them certain powers on the subject of public health. 
There was oné particular clause to which her, as a pro- 
fession, must take very strong exception. It was a clause 
which if passed in its present state would enable the 
Medical Ofiicer of Health to instruct anybody, even a 
clerk in his office to inspect cows and apply the" tuber- 
culin test. The Yorkshire Society discovered the clause 
almost by accident, and they lost no time in approaching 
the Corporation of Leeds on the matter. It certainly 
behoved all members of the profession very zealously to 
guard their rights and privileges, or else the veterinary 
surgeon might expect to be ousted from his position by 
the tinker or the tailor. He appealed to the Midland 
Association to give to their brethren in Yorkshire some 
moral support in the determined stand they were making 
to prevent encroachment upon those rights and privileges 
to which he had just referred. . ; 

Mr. TRIGGER moved a resolution authorising the 
officials of this Association to support the Yorkshire 
Society, when the time came, in such manner as they 
thought best. This;was seconded by Mr. Gooch, very 
ably supported by. Professor Dewar and carried unani- 
mously. 

THe ANNUAL DINNER. ' 

After the meeting, the members adjourned to another 
room, where dinner was served. Mr. H. J. Dawes again 
presided, being supported on the immediate right by the 

uest of the day, Professor Dewar, and on the left by the 
resident of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
(Mr. Mason). 

An admirable repast was served, and this was 
followed by a short list of toasts. 

“The Queen and the Royal Family,” submitted from 
the chair, having been cordially received, 

Mr. W. Caress (Stafford) proposed “The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons.” He said he was 
pleased to see that that august body was represented at 
that gathering by the present and a past president. He 
was sure 10 body of gentlemen worked harder for the 
benefit of the profession than those who sat in the Coun- 
cil of the College, and the thanks of every practitioner 
was due to them for their services. (App.) 

Mr. Mason responded. He said it was the duty of 
the President tu steer his ship through rough and smooth 
weather. He was pleased to say that his own experi- 
ence had been an agreeable one, for it had not yet been 
necesssary for him to pour the oil of his authority upon 
the angry waves of debate. (Hear, hear, and laughter.) 
He thanked the Midland Association, of which he was 
proud to be a member, for their kindness in having often 
supported his candidature for the Council, which had 
enabled him to occupy the highest pinnacle in the pro- 
fession, namely, the Presidency of the College. He 
could assure them that the Council, as a body, en- 
deavoured to carry out their duties to the best of their 
ability. (Hear, hear.) As there were no burning questions 
before the Council at the present moment, there was 
very little for him to talk about, but he should like to 


revert for one moment to a matter which he introduced 
into the meeting just previously, namely, an attempt to 
insert in a Public Health Bill a clause, which would be 
most injurious to the veterinary profession. It was 
likely to happen in other places besides Leeds, and the 
utmost vigilance was necessary, if their interests were 
to be sufficiently safeguarded. The veterinary profession 
had a right to be recognised as a learned body, but so 
long as they permitted local authorities to ignore their 
claims to such recognition, so long would the veterinary 
profession fail to occupy its proper position in the land. 
(Applause). 

Mr. TRIGGER proposed “The President and Officers of 
the Midland Counties V-M.A.” He said he could call to 
mind many honoured names in connection with the 
principal offices of this Association, but the dignity of 
the Association had been worthily sustained by the 
gentlemen who had managed its affairs during: the 
past year. (App.) The Association never stood higher 
than it did at the present moment, and he thought that 
result was due very largely to their two friends Messrs. 
Dawes and Blakeway. (App.) The latter would have 
been quite entitled, after his many years as treasurer, to 
have asked for the presidency, if he had been so disposed, 
but he preferred to see Mr. Dawes have it for another 
year. he fact that Mr. Dawes had been re-elected 
president showed very clearly that he was held in high 
esteem by his fellow-practitioners. (App.) With regard 
to Mr. Malcolm, also, the Association had made a wise 
choice in appointing him secretary for another year, and 
that gentleman and Mr. Dawes would very creditably 
represent the Association at the forthcoming Inter- 
national Congress. (Applause.) 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said that during the past 
year, they had had some most successful meetings, and he 
thought that in one respect a record had been established. 
In the first place,'they had had papers read by two of their 
own members, and he had also had offers of papers from 
two other members, so that however much they welcomed 

pers from visiting gentlemen, they had plenty of talent 
in their own Association. For a Jong time, there ha 
been a difficulty in carrying on the discussions, but with 
the exception of that day’s meeting, they had had dis- 
cussions in which every member present had taken part. 
The first paper was by a very old member of the Asso- 
ciation, Mr. Over, of Rugby, who dealt in a most pract 
manner with the breeding of hunters. Then they 


a paper from one of their vice-presidents, Mr. 


Brooke, on fistulous wounds, which was also recelv 
with very great interest. The next paper was by a gel- 
tleman whom they had not had the pleasure of hearing 
before, namely, Dr. M’Call, who dealt with the — 
of pneumonia. and last but not least, there was t ’ 
splendid paper which they had just had the pleases © 
listening to by Prof. Dewar. He was only sorry that 
owing to the great amount of business which was trans 
acted at the annual meeting had prevented Prof. og 
paper being discussed as fully as it deserved. He ho} - 
that during the coming year the attendance at the — 
ings would be uniformly good, because with the hp 
of the members he had no fear for the future welfare © 
the suciety. In conclusion, he thanked them once = 
for they conferred upon him by 
ing him as their president. . ‘ 
Mr. hon. sec., who arrived during 
post-prandial proceeding, also responded to t coh 1 
expressing the regret that circumstances had pre ating. 
him from being present during the business DO" 
It had been a great pleasure to him to work W! ae 
tary some years ago when he (Mr. Maico 
chair, and he could assure them that Mr. Dawes “U 
deep and practical interest in their Association. 
plause.) 


ed 
Mr. BuakKeway, the Hon. Treasurer was also call 
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nto respond. He thanked them for the great kind- 
ness which he had always received at their hands, and 
said that although he should be meyrm to be relieved of 
the duties of the office which he had occupied so long, he 
was only too glad to feel that he was of some assistance 
to such an influential and exceedingly useful society. 
(Applause). 

BEDDARD next “The Veterinary Schools.” 
He paid a high compliment to their educational system, 
and declared that the high honours which students 
gained afforded a sufficient proof of the very careful 
training which they received. Personally he was not 
ashamed to admit that he had not yet completed his 
schooling, and on many a knotty point he consulted the 
Professors at one or other of the colleges, with the result 
that he invariably received a courteous and satisfactory 
reply. (Applause.) 

Professor DEWAR responded to the toast, and referred 
to the extended curriculum, which he said had made 
some difference to the schools. He was in favour of the 
extended curriculum, because they turned out better men 
under the four years’ course than under the three. With 
another matter that had had some considerable influence 
in curtailing the number of students attending the 
schools he was not quite so enamoured of, namely the 
system under which the preliminary examinations were 
conducted. He would not mind if they were treated 
the same all round, but Scottish students had to pass at 
the present moment a higher examination than students 
entering the London College. Scottish students were 
severely handicapped under the present system. All he 
asked for was fair play, and whilst he was not prepared 
toadvocate any lowering of the standard of preliminary 
examination, he thougnt that in England students 
should be required to pass as hard an examination as they 


do in Scotland. 
J. F.R.C.V.S., Hon. See. 


DISCUSSION ON “ PSEUDO-TUBERCULOSIS.” 
(Concluded from p. 576). 


Ata meeting of the Pathological Society of London, 
vy on. Meech 7th, the President, Dr. Payne, being in 

chair. 

Professor JouN McFapyean, in continuing the dis- 
cussion on Pseudo-Tuberculosis, agreed with speakers on 
the previous occasion who considered the term “ pseudo- 
tuberculosis” unscientific and open to objection. But it 
was often extremely difficult to say positively if a lesion 
Were true tubercle as there were no macroscopical or 
luctoscopical characteristics which were absolutely dis- 
tnetive and there were fallacies even in the bacteriologi- 

.*Xamination owing to some bacilli having similar 
Staining reactions. In practice, however, a trained in- 
Spector, who had special experience of the appearance of 

i reulous lesions in any particular species was very 
tly to be wrong in basing his diagnosis on the naked- 
i PPearances and general characteristics ; less likely 
employed histological and bacteriological methods 

ame eation, as it was often extremely difficult to 
“oe the presence of the tubercle bacillus in an 
it “te tedly tuberculous specimen, and to discriminate 

1 other bacilli. As an example, he had met with a 
‘Ins ; milk which stained exactly like the tubercle 
= hol ut which was distinguished from it by its 
calons | ogical characters. There were many true tuber- 
em which were difficult to nise, of which 
. ‘ons were shown on the screen with the lantern. 
tst was a specimen of villous-like projection over 
pillage surface of the liver which contained 
» 8 and giant cells at the periphery. The second 
‘pecimen of tuberculous mastitis in the cow where 


he showed the fullowing specimens : 1. Small 


which the microscope showed the presence of an unde- 


lus which could be cultivated. Neither the culture, how- 
ever, nor the pus itself gave rise tc similar lesions if inocu- 


by the special “ necrosis bacillus.” The necrotic area was 


of the lesions was often very obscure. 5. A nodule in the 
a of the horse due to the growth of a mycelium. 
r. ALEXANDER FouLERTON said that it was a fallacy 


bacilli on the tissues. 
should be distinguished by the name of the bacillus by 
which it was produced and not as true and false. An 
abscess might be produced by many organisms, yet they 


ism as true and of those produced by others as pseudo- 
abscesses. The diagnosis of phthisis was usually made 
in the pust-mortem room on the strength of the naked- 
eye characters, but bacteriological confirmation was 
necessary before such cases could be labeled as tubercu- 
lous. It had been shown, especially in France, that 
there were a few cases which, clinically indistinguishable 
from phthisis and having the same morbid appearance 

were In reality due to the presence of an aspergillns, an 

cultures of this aspergillus inoculated into a rabbit gave 
rise to lesions exactly similar to those produced by a 
culture of the tubercle bacillus. The smegma bacillus 
could be distinguished from the tubercle bacillus by 
contrast, staining in a concentrated alcoholic solution of 
methyl violet. There were sometimes bacilli in milk, as 
Professor M’Fadyean had said, which could not be de- 
colourised and they would have to be distinguished by 
culture and inoculation. Mr. Foulerton brought for- 
ward specimens showing general infection in the guinea- 
pig by cultures of pathogenic yeasts, the resulting lesions 
microscopically and macroscopically resembling tubercles. 
Mr. Foulerton proposed the appointment of a committee 
to devise some nomenclature for the forms of granu- 
lomata which had been included under the term 


President, Professor M’Fadyean, Professor Woodhead, 
Mr. Shattock, and Mr. Foulerton to act,on the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. W. C. C. Pakes referred to aspergillosis as one of 
the forms of disease to which the term “ pseudo-tubercu- 
losis” had been applied. He observed that the presence 
of moulds in sputum from cas.s of supposed phthisis 
was not very rare and it occurred in some in which the 
tubercle bacillus could not be found, and some of these 
might be really cases of aspergillosis and not of tuber- 
culous phthisis. He thought that this might be an 
—— of certain cases which cleared up very 

uickly. 
i Dr. Lasanve-Bantow was not sure whether the term 
“ pseudo-tuberculosis” should be altogether dropped. It 
was useful as showing the close resemblance to tubercle 
and could be used just as the term “counterfeit 
sovereign” was used. The lesion might be (a) ahatomi-: 


cally (4) clinically (c) bacteriologically indistinguishable. 


the appearances were those of a diffuse cirrhosis of the © 
gland. There were also many conditions to which the . 
term “pseudo-tuberculosis” had been applied of which ; 
inhead . 
shotty nodules occurring in the lung of the sheep, in © 


termined worm in the centre surrounded by leucocytes - 
and these by giant cells. ‘The resemblance to tubercle — 
was increased by the tendency to s»ftening of the centre. - 
2. Grey patches from the lungs of the sheep, a scraping ~ 
from which showed abundance of embryo worms and ova. | 
3. The so-called “ scrofula” of sheep which affected the ‘ 

lands of the head and face which formed abscesses. - 

he septum nasi was covered with nodules which had the . 
same structure astubercles but contained a different bacil- _ 


lated. 4. “ Bacterial necrosis” in the liver determined . 


subsequently invaded by leucocytes and the true nature . 


to suppose that there was anything truly characteristic . 
about the tubercle follicle and he believed that a similar . 
lesion might result from the action of many different . 
He thought that each tubercle - 


did not speak of an abscess due to one particular organ- - 


“ pseudo-tuberculosis” and the society appointed the . 
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For example, the condition of the lung which often 
proved fatal in diabetic patients closely resembled 
tuberculosis, but in many instances the tubercle bacillus 
could not be demonstrated, and in these the term 
“ pseudo-tuberculosis” was convenient. Dr. Lazarus- 
Barlow pointed out that it was often very easy to miss 
the tubercle bacillus and to attribute causation to other 
factors unless very laborious investigations were made, 
and mentioned a case in which he made a necropsy. 
The appearances were those of caseous pneumonia, 
apparently tuberculous, but on microscopic examination 
he found that there was a mycelium spreading through 
the tissue which must have been present at the time of 
death, as the specimen had been kept in strong spirit. 
No tubercle bacilli were present in the specimens first 
examined but he continued his search for them and it 
was not until he had mounted the forty-ninth that he 
discovered the presence of the tubercle bacillus. 

Dr. F. J. WETHERED said that in 1891 he had the 
opportunity of investigating “ pseudo-tuberculosis,” the 
material being obtained from two cultures of the bacillus 
which had been sent from Paris. At first there was 
some difficulty in obtaining pure cultures, but this was 
eventually accomplished by means of plate cultures. The 
characteristics of the bacilli and colonies were the same 
as those already described by Dr. Sims Woodhead. The 
guiuea-pigs inoculated died between the ninth and twelfth 
day. In every case an abscess formed at the site of inocu- 
lation. Those inoculated from pure cultures showed small 
white nodules scattered through all the organs which on 
naked-eye and microscopic examination simulated the ap- 
pearance seen in miliary tuberculosis. In one animal there 
was no enlargement of the glands, but in others this con- 
dition was well marked. Unless microscopic and _ bac- 
teriological examination had been made the conclusion 
would have been that the animals died from miliary 
tuberculosis and if if were a common disease errors 
might very easily be made during investigations in which 
guinea-pigs or other animals were employed. 

Dr. Woops HurTcHIsoN agreed that the word “ pseudo- 
tuberculosis was in the scientific sense an absurdity, but 
it was difficult to get any practical substitute. The dis- 
cussion had shown that observers agreed that there was 
an enormous preponderance of the true form and that 
the doubtful cases were few. But the term had the great 
convenience that it did not commit the observer prema- 
turely to a statement of what the cause of the lesions 
was. Much inconvenience had resulted from the hasty 
adoption of terms expressing supposed causation, since 
the terms persisted when their significance was proved 
tu be erroneous, as in the case of the term “ urzemia,” 
and although the term “pseudo-tuberculosis” was 
scientifically indefensible it had the advantage of not 
expressing anything very definite, and trom its clinical 
convenience he thought that it would last. 

The PRESIDENT said that the lesions which had been 
under discussion ——— tu have only one common 
feature—viz., that they imposed. on observers as _ being 
tubercle, and the observer, feeling proud of his own 
acuteness in escaping from the error, gave them a name 
which drew attention to his acuteness. But the term 
was one which need no longer be kept up. He agreed 
with Mr. Foulerton that a variety of micro-organisms 
would produce a structure exactly like the tubercle 
follicle, but he would go farther and say that any irri- 
tant would do it provided it was sufficiently small in 
amount and local in its action. Theoreticaliy, for ex- 
ample, a sufficiently small drop of acid would produce 
similar follicles, and in practice, in the affection known 
as ophthalmia nodosa, in which such follicles developed 
on the sclerotic or conjunctiva, the irritant had been 
shown by Mr. Lawford to be the hairs of a caterpillar 
in one case. and by Baumgarten to have been due to 
the hairs of a mouse in another. In these cases the 
irritant had no power of reproducing itself, but with any 


irritant capable of reproduction lesions closely resembling 
military tuberculosis were possible. With reference to 
the occurrence of appearances resembling tubercle the 
President mentioned specimens which he figured in the 
Transactions of the Society for 1870 in which an im- 
mense number of minute nodules having a fibrous 
structure were found scattered over the peritoneum and 
scattered over the letter.— The Lancet. 


TUBERCULIN TEST AT CASTLE HOWARD. 
To the Editor. of the Leeds Mercury. 

Sir,—A misleading ragraph has been going the 
round of the papers with the apparent object of discredit- 
ing the tuberculin test. It has been stated that Lady 
Carlisle subjected ten of her dairy cows at Castle Howard 
to the test. Of these, two reacted, and the thermometer 
registered a temperature of 106.6. Cows that react, and 
in which the temperature rises steadily to 104 degrees or 
more, may be classed as tuberculous ; and, accordingly, 
one of these cows was slaughtered, and the internal 
organs, we are told, were forwarded to Professor M’Fad- 
yean, of the Royal Veterinary College, London, for ez- 
amination. “ His report,” we are assured, “ which has 
now been received, states that none of the organs sub- 
mitted were affected with tuberculosis.” 

Now, what are the facts? Here is an extract from 
Professor M’Fadyean’s own report, which puts a very 
different complexion on the matter, and shows how mis 
leading a half told tale may be. 

Dear Sir,—The portions of organs from the cow have 
come to hand. I am quite unable to detect any evidence 
of tuberculosis in any of them. I may observe, however, 
that the parts in which the tuberculous lesions are most 
likely to have been present have not been sent—namely, 
the bronchial and mediastinal glands and the lymphatic 
glands in the neighbourhood of the pharynx. At other 
times, in fat animals, the only lesions present are one 9 
two tubercles in the mesenteric glands.” ea 

Ihave been at some tronble to get at the truth in this 
matter, because there is evidently a determined attempt 
in some quarters to prejudice farmers against the use © 
the best diagnostic agent we are ever likely to have for 
discovering the tuberculous cow. This attempt to mis 
lead was evidenced a few weeks ago, when a writer ID 
The Live Stock Journal, commenting on Professor 
M’Fadyean’s statement, in Appendix V. of my paper 0” 
“Tuberculosis” read befort the Cumberland and = 
morland Chamber of Agriculture, cautions pe 
against the use of tuberculin on the ground that : . 
Professor had succeeded in infecting a healthy cow oe 
tuberculin. Nothing could be further from the — 
To inject tuberculin is one thing, to infect with tu ‘ , 
culous matter or tubercle virus is another. hee Mat 
name of science, progress, and .the good of yon = 
and health, let us honest in the use of words. 


Yours, ete. 
8th March, 1899. H. D. RawNstey._ 


Another Milk Certificate, 
We take the following from Cambridge Daily News; 
Tuesday, March 7, 1899. 
NON TUBERCULOSIS MILK. 
HIS Certifies that I have submitted all the V0n 
‘TM. CHARLES ARNOLD, of TRINITY DAIRY: 
ABBEY STREET, CAMBRIDGE, to the Tu = y 
test, and find them perfectly free from ics vd 
sample of Milk taken from the bulk has. also pan 
and found free from Tubercular Bacilli, and, mei the 
there is not even a trace of any disease whatev 
Mammillar Glands or Milk Secreting organs: 


Si ned 7 
SAMPSON BENNETT, M.R.C.V.S., 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Vet.-Lieut. E. Brown has been transferred from Alder 
shot for duty at Dublin. ; 

Vet.-Lieut. H. T. Sawyer has been transferred from 
the Indian to the Home Establishment, and will be posted 
to Aldershot for duty. 

Vet.-Lieut. E. Bartlett, Aldershot, has been placed 


Vet.-Lieuts. F. C. Stratton and J. A. B. McGowan 
embarked 15th instant for a tour of service in India. 


THE QUESTION OF SUBSTANTIVE RANK. 


Now that substantive rank has been conceded to pay- 
masters and medical officers, it cannot long be withheld 
from veterinary officers, who already possess compound 
titles. Prior to the year 1796 the treatment of equine 
diseases in the Army had been entrusted to farriers, but 
in that year an order was issued that a person properly 
educated at the Veterinary College anes be attached 
to each cavalry regiment, the appointment to be by war- 
The first veterinary surgeon 
appointed is believed to have been Mr. John Ship, who 
was posted to the 11th Dragoons in 1796. Four months 
later commissions were given to veterinary surgeons. In 
1859 they were given relative rank; in 1881 the vete- 
tinary service was organised into a special department 
on the lines of the medical department, and all regi- 
mental appointments, except in the Household Cavalry, 
were abolished. The veterinary officers of the House- 
hold Cavalry wear regimental uniform, with cocked hat ; 
e others wear a departmental uniform. In 1891 sub 
stantive compound military rank was granted in lieu of 
relative rank.— The Globe. 


A NEURECTOMY CASE. 
By Frepx. Hospay, F.R.V.C.S., R.V. Coll., London 


By my suggestion, Messrs. Arnold and Sons have 
Placed together in a convenient case, a set of instru- 
vents especially intended for the performance of 
edian and Tibial N eurectomy. 
y° Case includes a razor, scalpel with aseptic 
le, One pair of forceps, two pairs of artery 
— a director, Simpson's tenaculum, a pair of 
ved scissors, needles in a metal box, and silk. 
‘se are the instruments we find most convenient 
. ve at hand when performing neurectomy, par- 
Warly when Operating upon either the median or 


CRYPTORCHID CASTRATION. 


Sir, 

_ With your permission, I should like to refer to a 
statement contained in report of the Eastern Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association as published in your 
issue of last week. On p. 528 Professor Hobday states— 
“ Until a short time ago I had an idea that the castration 
of cryptorchids was entirely in the hands of the few 
specialists whose names appear in 7'he Veterinary Record, 
but I am given to understand that there are at least 
three or four of your members who undertake it regu- 
larly.” The few specialists alluded to are, probably, 
Mr. Blakeway (Stourbridge), and Mr. Barrett (Nuneaton). 
Adding those to the three or four unnamed operators 
residing in the Eastern Counties, Professor Hobday’s 
tdea conveys the impression that cryptorchid castration 
is entirely in the hands of six or seven veterinary sur- 
geons—which is rather wide of the mark, and certainly 
not in accord with his further statement that this opera- 
tion in England “received a great impetusby the advent 
of Farmer Miles in 1879.” An impetus that produces 
only six or seven operators in twenty years can hardly 
be called great. But there must be many more than six 
or seven. I do not know all the members of the pro- 
fession who are able to castrate cryptorchid horses, but 
offhand I can name a few :—Professor Pritchard, Pro- 
fessor Dewar, Mr. Donald (Wigton), Mr. Bloye (Ply- 
mouth), Mr. King (Abingdon), and Mr. Scriven (Tad- 
caster). I could name two other veterinary surgeons— 
who have been castrating cryptorchids fur many years— 
but as they happen to be colleagues of Professor Hobday 
I refrain. 

Gratitude seldom gluts the veterinary market, but it 
is something to know that the force of the example set 
by Farmer Miles is not yet exhausted. Before Miles 
came to England (1878) abdominal cryptorchids were not 
castrated at all, and records of the successful castration 
of inguinal cases would be difficult to find. Miles 
brought his rope-hobbles, hook-knife, and spreader ; in- 
troduced the screw action écraseur, and showed the way 
to castrate “rig” horses. He succeeded beyond expec- 
tation. Without professional patronage he might not 
have done so wl Afew prominent men supplied 
ntroductions which enabled Miles to find employment 
in England, Ireland, and Scotland, and to impart the 
“secret” of his art—for a moderate fee—to many 
veterinary surgeons. 

J. MACQUEEN. 


MEAT INSPECTORS. 

Sir, 

I think the statement in issue of March 11th, that 
most of the large towns in Britain have veterinary sur- 
geons as inspectors of meat, is open to question. if you 
had said “a number of towns etc.” I fancy you might 
have been within the mark. I have been in most of the 
large towns in England recently and find retired butchers 
and policemen as meat inspectors, or sanitary institute 
members acting as such, and here and there a veterinary 
surgeon. If without infringing the advertisement bye- 
law you could supply the profession with a list of towns 
in Britain where veterinary surgeons are acting as meat 
inspectors, and publish such list in Z'he Record, I think 
you would be doing good service to some of the young 
members of the profession. Burslem distinguished it- 
self unenviably recently, and close to here there has been 
talk of making a man, notan M.R.C.V.S., a meat inspec- 
tor.—Yours sincerely, 


Nerves, 


G. MAYALL. 
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MAJOR NUNN’S PROPOSAL. 
ir, 


I am very pleased Major Nunn has come forward 
with a suggested remedy to alleviate some of the 
grievances we, as a profession, have to put up with. I 
think it is a shame that laymen should hold those 
appointments which veterinary surgeons are justly en- 
titled to. I would suggest that a special meeting be 
called with a representative from each veterinary medi- 
cal association, and thrash this very important matter 


out. 
Walcot Street, Bath. Crcrm WELCH. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, ETC. 


Sir, 

On perusing the last issue (March 11th, 1899) of Zhe 

Stable and Kennel, we find the following lines in an 

advertisement : 
“ Professor Pritchard’s opinion is that Jesse Winfield’ 

embrocation and drinks cannot be 


responsible for this ! 


to accept the decision of any veterinary surgeon who 
possibly interested persons suggests.” ‘So far so good, 
and nobody can disagree. But what right has the editor 
to allow this to be added: “Unless you know him by 
reputation—he should be a man daily engaged in exam- 
ining—say that you would prefer that the horse be 
examined at the Royal Veterinary College.” 

Do the professors at this institution consider this dis- 
graceful, from a professional point of view, to allow an 
outsider to advertise the institution with which they are 
connected? The Royal College of Veterinary Surgecns 
should see to this. Again, in another place in the same 
journal a writer, as unskilled as he is conceited, “ Talks 
with Horse Owners” and advises them how to treat 
simple ailments of their horses, and gives prescriptions. — 

ANTI-QUACK. 


” CASTRATION, ADVICE, ETC. 
ir, 


What is the advantage — of obtaining the title 
M.R.C.V.S.? Holders of this a are in great excess 
of the demand, hence the article becomes of little value. 
The question to ask oneself is what is the value of it? 
Considering one frequently sees vets’ names in the 
Bankruptcy Court anc never in the Probate, shows as 
a body their calling is not worth spending either time or 
money on. The public judge by results not qualifica- 
tions. Appointments associated with veterinary surgery, 
where there is good pay and little work, are obtained by 
influence and social position, hence in the Board of 
Agriculture the appointments are not held by veterinary 
surgeons. ‘ 

© spend money in buying a-.house instead of a dip- 
loma and live rent free is value for money, and use 
castrating and medicine selling as an auxiliary to one’s 


‘income. As for advice and prescriptions, when needed 


they can be obtained free for Horses, cattle, sheep, and 


‘Rigs from Sir George Brown, C.B., in The Field ; for 


ogs from Messrs. Cawdle, Barton, and Gregg, in Our 


Dogs ; for dogs, cats, birds and poultry from Mr. Alfred 


Sewell in The Stock-keeper, by simply writing to the 
papers as above stated in which they directly or indirectly 
advertise their names and addresses. ee 

To refresh the public memory people can listen to a 


'M.R.C.V.S. lecturer, appointed or otherwise by the 


County Council, and can cross-examine him, he will 


= prescriptions, answer any questions the audience 
i 


kes to ask, they can believe him or laugh, as it is some- 
times very amusing, but with all his knowledge and 


improved gn for the 
ailments specified.” Surely the learned Professor is not 


| public ridicule the remuneration for a six months course 


of lectures is usually £40. Anyone can attend veteri- 
nary medical meetings, hear papers read, and the subject 
discussed. There is no need for a diploma, life and 
money is too valuable to waste away as a Dominie 
Sampson. The castrator can do his part, also prescribe 
and sell medicines, what he does not the chemist and 
farrier can, so there is really very little work for the 
M.R.C.V.S. No doubt there is enough to keep him ina 
cottage like a labourer ; he can cleanse a cow for 2/6 or 
attend a calving case for 12/6 with seven days attend- 


| ance and medicine. I am only giving popular prices ; or 
| he can go into towns and attend horses contract at 7/6a 
| year each horse, and find medicines and perform oper- 


tions, all included for the annual 7/6 ; many do even in 
the West End of London (fancy, the price of a dog 
license), or have his face snorted all over y influenza or 
glandered horses for 2/6 (visit and advice). How nice and 
remunerative ! 

Veterinary knowledge is so cheap it is given away for 
the asking ; so why should it be bought simply to keep 
colleges in cash. 

Veterinary surgeons may call castrators quacks, but 


-V.S. ibe for diseases th 
we tite 00 : “Dont members of the R.C.V.S. prescribe for diseases through 


the medium of journals and otherwise about cases they 
have never seen, depending upon the diagnosis made by 
Miss, Mrs. or Mr. Anybody, which diagnosis may be 
anything, and often reply directly contrary to the diag- 
nosis and treatment of a practitioner who has seen the 
case. This veterinary surgery is practised on the lines 
of the rankest quackery, even at the end of the nine- 
teenth century. If it is no use appealing to the pro- 
fessional honesty and decency of our members then our 
Council should forcibly interfere. 7 


WHOSE ADVERTISEMENT ! 
Sir, 


In your per of March 11th, I see copy of certificate 
Pek by Mr. Greenhalgh and myself, saying we have 
examined 54 dairy cows, the property of Mr. Hacking, 
and in our opinion the animals are healthy and free from 
contagious disease. This is perfectly correct. And if 
veterinary surgeons are not proper persons to examine 
cattle I should like to know who are. 

I was asked by the owner to meet Mr. Greenhalgh to 
examine his cows, which we did very carefully, and gave 
him certificate containing the result of examination, a0 
I hear he has adverti the same in the papers a few 
times. And what more natural ? when he get the og] 
cate was he to lock it up and let no one know he ha 
been at the expense and trouble of having his cows 4 
amined? I should think the very reason he went 
this expense was to let his castomers know his ook 
were sound and that he was delivering wholesome pa 

And with regard to the “ Yorkshire Practitioner a : 
enclosed you this advertisement, and who wants to mg 
what the noble profession is coming to. What 's af 
likely to come to when such idiots as him belong ©" a 
I am afraid bankruptcy or something worse.—1° 


faithfully, Guo. E. Bowman. 
March 14th, 1899. 


Communications, Booxs, AND Papers 


J. W.H. Maeheter, A. Blake, F. G. Ashble » 
J. Fraser; C. Taylor, W.A.Campbell. ©. 
W. Watson, Cecil Welch. W.F.Greenhalgh. ©#P™ 
Smith. ‘ Observer.” varia, Th 

The Veterinary Student, La Riforma 
Journal of Comp. Med. and Vety. Archives (Phi Post, 
The Agricultural Journal (Cape), The Yorkshire 


Bristol Mercury, The Globe. 
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